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2021 A Year of Outstanding
Achievement
Roding Valley High School has continued its journey of
sustained school improvement throughout the 2020/21
academic year. The school maintained an outstanding
level of home learning for all students during the periods
of school closure due to COVID-19 and fully developed the
use of the Google Classrooms across the curriculum. Our
digital strategy remains a key priority and the teachers
have embraced the technology that engages the students.
Our progress and attainment rates are continuously above
national averages and all students achieve highly at the
school. Due to the commitment of the staff, the school
maintained a full complement of enrichment activities and
ensured the highest levels of student well-being support.
It is with pleasure that we report on the fantastic achievement of
our students. It was fantastic to see so many smiling faces on
both the A Level and the GCSE Results day.
Our A Level results were excellent and puts us in the league
with the top performing Sixth Forms in the country - a fantastic
achievement!

A Level
3 45% of students
achieved A*- A

3 77% of students
achieved A*- B

GCSE
3 82% of students achieved a grade 4 in English and Maths
3 61% of students achieved a grade 5 in English and Maths
3 20% of students achieved a grade 7 in English and Maths
Our students should all be incredibly proud of their
achievements in their GCSE and vocational qualifications this
summer. The incredible levels of resilience and work ethic
that they have shown has been quite outstanding. Roding
Valley High is proud of every single student and their individual
success. However, the school is delighted to report some
particularly outstanding performances by its student.
Continued overleaf

Our GCSE results were significantly above national averages
(2019) and it is fantastic that so many of our top performers are
staying onto the 6th form with us to continue their studies.

Invitation to our Year 6 Open Morning
We would like to welcome you to our 2021 Open Morning on

Roding Valley
HIGH SCHOOL

Saturday 25th September 2021

We are asking all visitors to book their place for entry to Open Morning,
which will include an allocated time for the Headteacher’s speech and a
tour of the school. To book your place at our Open Morning, please use
the QR code to the right or visit our website; www.rodingvalley.net

Proud to be part of the

SCAN ME
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A Celebration of Excellence

Lily Saunders – 6 G9s, 1 G8, 2 G7s
Amelia Martin – 5 G9s, 3 G8s, 1 G7
Maame Duah – 5 G9s, 3 G8S, 1 G6
Zeynep Yilmaz – 4 G9s, 3 G8s, 2 G7s,
1 G6
n Ethan Harvey – 4 G9s, 5 G8s
n Erin Weeks – 4 G9s, 5 G8s
n
n
n
n

Roding Valley High is proud of every
single student and their individual
success. However, the school is delighted
to report some particularly outstanding
performances by its students.

Year 13

n Florence New – A*A*A*A* – Politics at
University of Exeter
n Saskia Cushings – A*A*A*A* – Economics
& Finance at University of Manchester
n Sarah Bagshaw – A*A*A*A –
Environmental Geography at University
of York
n Billy Roberts – A*A*A* – Physics at
Imperial College London
n Ruby Moody – A*A*A* – Psychology at
University of Exeter
n Eren Tyler – A*A*A* – Veterinary Medicine
and Science at University of Surrey
n Leighton Brooks – A*A*A* – Cyber
Security at University of West London
n Patsy Stow – A*A*A* – aspiring to study
Art at a top university in the future

n Rosie Stone – A*A*A* –
Marine Biology at Newcastle University
n James Rose – D*D*A – Football
Business and MArketing at UCFB
n Hannah Green – A*A*AA – BioMedical
Sciences at University of Manchester
n Livvy Turnball – A*A*AA – exploring
opportunities
n Phoebe Belton – A*A*AB – Psychology
at Queen Mary, University of London
n Keilan Long – A*AA – Physics at
University of Leeds
n Berfin Belut – A*AAB – Mathematics at
King’s College London, University of
London
n Beth Kelly – D*AA – English at
University of York
n Ella Margetts – A*AA – Sponsored
Degree with Sales Force, Tech
Solutions Consultant
n Nick Norman – AAB and Ellie Blundy
ABB – Degree Apprenticeships with Hill

Year 11

n Zak Smith – 9 Grade 9s
n Gurdeep Wahiwala – 7 Grade 9s,
1 G8 and 1 G7
n RuoXi He – 6 G9s, 4 G8s
n Daniel Mehr – 6 G9s, 2 G8s 1 G6

This year, following the cancellation of
exams, grades were awarded through
a process of teacher assessed grades,
against a national standard and approved
and awarded by the exam boards.
The government is not publishing
performance data for any schools or
colleges this year due to the varying
impact of the pandemic.
Sharon Jenner, Headteacher said:
“We are immensely proud of all the work
and achievements of all of our students,
especially after such a difficult and
disrupted year. Our teachers have worked
tirelessly to ensure students are all able
to progress onto the next step in their
education journey whether that is joining
the sixth form or college, or starting an
apprenticeship. We were delighted to
see so many happy faces this morning
and to welcome record numbers into our
sixth form. The results of the cohort are
outstanding and representative of the
talented and committed students that we
have here at Roding Valley High School.
We look forward to seeing what they will
achieve in the future. Our supportive
sixth form is now oversubscribed and
outstanding achievement at the highest
level is embedded in our practice.”

Year 7 Entry 2022
Last year, due to current Covid restrictions in place, we held our Year 6 and Sixth
Form Open School events virtually. Invitations were emailed to all our local schools
and stakeholders inviting them to take part. Over the weekend of our Year 6 Open
Morning, our website had almost 3000 hits, with 75% of these being first-time
visitors to our school site and our Sixth Form Open Evening also had almost 3000
hits with over 50% of these views being first time visitors to our website.
If you would like to learn more about
our Virtual Open School events,
I would encourage you to visit the
school website. We are so proud of the
significant improvements at the school
and its continued journey to fulfil our
vision to be the ‘school of choice’ in
our community.
This year we will be offering TWO ways
that you can visit the school. We aim
to keep our school community safe, so
attendance will be limited at these events
and you are asked to register for a place
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at one of these opportunities using the
forms below:
1. Open Morning Saturday 25th
September: 3 sessions 9 am,
10:15 am or 11:30 am. You will attend
the Headteacher’s talk and be taken
on a guided tour. Each family is limited
to three places. The Headteacher’s
talk will be recorded live and posted
on the school website. All transition
information is available on this site
including a tour of the school and talks
from key staff.
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2. If you would prefer to see the school
in action on a normal school day then
you can book on a tour any morning
at 9am, beginning Tuesday 28th
September.
Should things change, we may need to
revert to a totally virtual event as we did
successfully in 2021. Please be aware
that places are limited.
All booking forms can be accessed by
scanning the QR code on the front of this
magazine.

ASPIRATION

Success in Our First Ever Summer
School for Year 7 2021 Intake
This year we ran our first ever ‘Year 6 into Year 7’ transition Summer School!
All of our Year 7 intake of 2021 were invited to attend for five days of transition
activities, academic studies and enrichment opportunities.
Students experienced a taste of life at
Roding Valley with Art, Drama, Pottery &
Boxing activities, just to name a few. It
was a great opportunity for our new Year
7 cohort to form friendships, navigate
the school environment and interact with
some staff members that will be a very
important part of their seven year journey
with us. Feedback from parents was
excellent with one stating: “My daughter
absolutely loved the Roding Valley
Summer School. She was quite nervous
on day 1 but when she came out she
was so happy and couldn’t wait to tell us
all about it. The staff were so welcoming
and had huge smiles on their faces when

the children arrived which I think made a
big difference. It seemed incredibly well
organised and my daughter did so much
over the 4 days she attended. I think it
has definitely made her feel more relaxed
about starting in September!’”
Continued overleaf
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ASPIRATION
Success in Our First Ever Summer School for Year 7 2021 Intake continued
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ASPIRATION

New Science Block and Playground Structures

In September 2020, we were delighted to be able to make a number of improvements to our school site. Thanks to a
contribution of £11,000 from our Parents RVHS Club 100 we were able to invest in a fantastic new canopy in the back
playground area.
We are grateful for all the parents who
have contributed to this scheme over
the years. In response to the COVID
outbreak, we have also created a new
food shack and outside toilets on the
Sports site.
This term also saw the opening of our
new Science rooms, which look amazing
with new benches, windows, ceilings
and floors. The state-of-the-art facilities
in Science will enable more students
to have access to the lab facilities and
develop a love of learning in Science.
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ASPIRATION

Pearson National Teaching Awards - The 2021
Award for Digital Innovator of the Year
During the summer term, we were
delighted to announce that one of
our English and Media teachers,
Charlotte Bleakley has been
awarded - ‘Pearson National
Teaching Awards - The 2021
Award for Digital Innovator of
the Year’.
This is an amazing achievement and
one to celebrate as a school community.
I am sure you will recognise the huge
digital support that was offered to us all
during the remote learning period and
continues through our ‘Digital Strategy
2021’. Charlotte has received a lovely
certificate but also a hand-written letter
of thanks from the children’s author
Michael Morpurgo.

Sports Awards 2020

During the autumn term, we held our Sports Awards Evening, this event celebrated our students sporting
achievements throughout the previous academic year. The awards are presented to students by members of the PE
staff, the Headteacher and this year our Chair of Governors Mr Wershof.
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ASPIRATION

KS3 Enrichment Showcase 2021

We were delighted to hold our annual KS3 ‘Challenge & Enrichment’ showcase in July. Students were invited to create
an individual project based on something that ‘inspired’ them. Students worked independently over a course of 3
months to create their masterpiece, with excellent guidance from one of our ‘Challenge & Enrichment’ coordinators,
Mrs Shetal Patel. This year’s winners of the Virtual Challenge and Enrichment showcase 2021 were:
Innovative Award:
Archie Savage project on is there a
link between maths and music?

Imaginative Award:
Skye Nash project on dogs

Informative Award:
Rosa Marshall and Tara Uddin
project on Sexism

Also a big well done to Aiyana
Patel, Tylan Sami, Jenade
Rayment, Aymen Lareche and
Bianca Nedelcu for taking part
in creating their projects - a really
great effort from you all!

People’s Choice Award:
Athina Christofi project on
Psychological theories
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ASPIRATION

GCSE Revision & Study Launch
Earlier on this term, Ms Larkin and Mr Warry
delivered an online Parent Forum on supporting
students & parents with revision and study skills
when approaching GCSE courses.

The Parent Forum was a great opportunity for us to
launch our Year 10 GCSE Microsite that contains a
page per subject area; packed with revision materials
specific for that department. Students can now access
personalised learning checklists, revision guides, topic
lists & RVHS revision templates to use at home to
support their revision & study.

Year 11 to 12 Induction Day

In June, it was wonderful to welcome our new Year 12 2021 students in for
their Sixth Form Induction Day.
Students were able to experience taster sessions of some of the classes they
will be taking in September and prepare for their transition into Sixth form life.
We cannot wait to welcome such an excellent cohort of Year 12s in September.

08

A Year in the Life of Roding Valley High School September 2021

RESPECT
Young Citizen
of the Year
2020
Congratulations to Eloise
Handleigh for winning the
prestigious accolade of ‘Young
Citizen of the Year for 2020’.

Eloise supports a range of groups
in the local community. In school
she is a Subject Ambassador for
History and supports a class of
younger students, helping them
to engage with history and make
accelerated progress. She strives
every week to ensure that the
students push themselves to
improve. The judging panel was
impressed by her maturity and
sense of community. Well done
Eloise!!

Young Citizen of the Year 2021

Congratulations also to Patsy Stow for receiving the Epping Forest District
Council’s ‘COVID-19 recognition’ Young Citizen of the Year award in April
2021. Patsy is a young carer for her parents but has not let her caring
responsibilities - which have included cooking, shopping and collecting
medication - get in the way of her ‘lockdown’ A-Level studies.
Patsy said “I don’t think I ever stopped
to think that what I was doing was
anything different from everyone else,
Through GCSEs and A-Levels my
parents have been ill and I’ve needed
to take the responsibility of being a
young carer for them at times. I’ve
been helping them at home as well as
having to deal with some pretty intense
situations. I never considered myself a
young carer as I was doing what came
natural to me in trying to help in the
best and only ways I could.”

Patsy is now working on a project
to convert a school courtyard into a
‘mindfulness garden’ and a space
where students can reconnect as a
school community after such a long
time apart during the COVID-19
pandemic.
“I’ve been balancing this with my
A-Levels for the last year. It’s been a
crazy time for everyone,” she said.

Our First Ever Virtual
Student Voice

Student Voice at RVHS is an integral part of our school community.
This past academic year, our newly elected student voice team, despite
lockdown, started to get to work on some key initiatives involving climate
awareness, recycling, healthy eating and raising money for charities. We held
our first ‘virtual’ student voice meeting in November and it was excellent to see
students collaborating from across all key stages and Year groups.
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RESPECT

Wellbeing Wednesday Success

On Wednesday 3rd February, all students & staff took part in ‘WELLBEING
WEDNESDAY!’
This day was designed around reducing screen time and
focusing on improving their mental health and wellbeing
during the lockdown.The day was jam-packed with baking
challenges, a PE team workout session & catching up with
revision & study. Students & staff inundated our Twitter with
their fantastic photographs demonstrating how much of a
great day they had!

Remembrance Day
at RVHS
In November, to commemorate Remembrance Day,
we held a whole school Virtual assembly.
Our excellent Head of Humanities, Head of History & Head
of Religious Studies led the assembly by telling personal
stories attributed to the First World War. Our students then
stood respectfully in silence to remember and reflect. It was
a poignant moment to see students so respectful in every
classroom & corridor throughout the school.
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RESPECT

Election of
our Student
Leadership
Team

In July, it was time for
Mrs Jenner to elect our new
Student Leadership Team.
It was fantastic to see so
many of our Year 12 students
aspiring to become leaders in
our school community.
The candidates were interviewed
by a panel of teachers and
governors and all rose to the
challenge spectacularly. Each
student was asked to present
their ideas on how to make
Roding Valley the very best it
can be. Our newly elected Head
Girl is Charlotte Copeman, our
Head Boy is Riley Cann. Our two
deputies are Anna Yeoman and
Jayden Patel.

Year 11 Prom & Leavers
Celebrations

At the end of May, it was time to say goodbye to our fantastic
Year 11 cohort.
After a period of assessments, our
Year 11s deserved an amazing
send-off from their Year Progress
Leader, Mr Ryan and the rest
of the team. In June, we held
an outdoor leavers celebration,
involving awards, prize-giving and
some musical performances from
some of our Year 11 students.
It was followed thereafter by
the Year 11 Prom. We were also
extremely grateful for the support
that we received from our parent
helpers who made the evening
possible to run. It was amazing
to see our students celebrate the
end of their Year 7-11 journey
with us; with so many of them
coming back to us in September
for sixth form!
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ENDEAVOUR

Essex Teaching Awards 2021

Last year we congratulated our our staff for being nominated for the the following
categories in the Essex Teaching Awards for 2021:
n Entire School Award: All of the staff at Roding Valley High School
- “I have been amazed at how Roding Valley High School have supported both students and
parents throughout these challenging times. The school has worked tirelessly to keep parents
informed every step of the way and support students in their learning.They quickly adapted to
online learning with an incredible amount of support for students and parents and continually
checked in on students welfare and mental health by providing regular phone calls home. The
teachers and staff have not only excelled at continuing with students’ education but have also
provided a huge amount of support and care to the students.”
n Whole Team Award: Science Department
n Individual Staff: Ms Paige Larkin, Mr Mohamed Ibrahim,
Mrs Shetal Patel and Miss Charlotte Bleakley
This is an amazing achievement and well done!

GCSE and A Level Art &
Photography Exhibition 2021

During the summer term we announced that our 2021 digital Art and Photography
exhibition went live on the RVHS website.
We had a huge number of images taken from the coursework of all of our creative
arts students for everyone to explore. If you would like to take a look, you can visit
our website and see the range and depth of work that our amazing students have
created over the last 18 months. Some of which obviously has had to be produced
independently at home during lockdown.
I’m sure you’ll agree when you see the
work, that we have some very talented,
thoughtful, skilful Art students at Roding
Valley. Well done to you all!
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ENDEAVOUR

Junior Maths Challenge 2021
In June, we had a fantastic set of results in the Junior Maths Challenge sat by our Year 7 and 8 students.
Of the 91 students who sat the Challenge,
50 were awarded a merit certificate; 11 Gold,
12 Silver and 27 Bronze. Our Best in School
award goes to Cailan in Year 7 with a
fantastic 102 points, only beating the Best
in Y8 Enru by just 2 points! For the first time
since I’ve been running these Challenges,
we have students who qualify for the Junior
Mathematical Olympiad round. Both Cailan
and Enru will be taking part. We also have a
further 9 students who scored more than 73
points which means they qualify for the Junior
Kangaroo round. Well done to everyone who
took part!

Sporting Excellence 2021
At Roding Valley High school, we are proud of our sporting
achievements and throughout the school year, our students
get the opportunity to participate and represent our school at
different sporting event. These events provide our students with
the chance to show off their sporting skill and compete against
other schools around the district. Despite the school closure,
this year our students participated in the following events:
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

West Essex and Harlow District Cross Country Competition
West Essex District Football League
England Schools National cup
West Essex District Netball League
Essex Netball Cup
West Essex And Harlow District Basketball Competition
West Essex District Sports Hall Athletics
West Essex And Harlow District Sports
Essex County Athletic Championships

Congratulations to all our students for their sporting
achievement. You can follow our sports department
on Twitter at @rodingvalleyPE
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ENDEAVOUR

Home Learning Excellence

At RVHS, we have continued to drive Home Learning excellence throughout this past academic year.
Due to the national lockdowns, learning from home
became our ‘new normal’ and our students & staff
rose to the challenge fantastically. During these
periods of lockdown learning, our students received
‘live’ lessons via Google Meet, engaged with their
subject Google Classrooms and received feedback
digitally. It was a time of technological innovation for
the whole school. Google Classroom continues to be
our platform of which teachers set, record and give
feedback to our students home learning. Staff have
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continued to celebrate home learning excellence
and we have included some examples of some of
the fantastic work that students have produced
from home. It’s brilliant to see that so many of our
students have developed their independent and
study skills to be able to produce such high quality
work at home.
Congratulations to all of our students, who have
displayed such resilience and have adapted to the
change amazingly!
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ENDEAVOUR

Making English Fun at Roding Valley

At Roding Valley High School, we strive to make English fun for all. You will find so many interesting and engaging activities;
you’re bound to find something you will enjoy.

Accelerated Reader Book Club

Accelerated Reader
Book Club has been
a great success!
We started in a
snowy lockdown,
wondering how we
could continue to connect with everyone
at school. We put our heads together
and asked Year 7’s keenest readers to
join us on a journey of a new virtual book
club. We delved into A Study in Scarlet
first, listening to audiobooks, watching
remakes and of course, reading! In a
time where connecting was hard, our
book club was a real comfort for staff
and students alike. Each week we
shared our favourite quotes, spoke about
the characters that drew us in and we
exercised our brains with riddles until
we finally made it back to school and
started a new novel: Skellig. Thankfully,
lockdown is no more, and we can
discuss our favourite books together
again. We can’t wait to continue reading
with you all in 2021!

English House Competitions

The English department had a
wonderful year with our English
House competitions! We run so many
House competitions and last year
was no exception despite the difficult
circumstances. Our short story and
poetry writing competitions were a
massive hit across our Key Stage 3
students, and we have loved reading all
the submissions (often creating quite the
heated debate in our office when picking
a winner). We have so many budding
poets in our mix! Make sure to keep your
eyes peeled for our first competition
starting in a few weeks, we can’t wait to
get you all involved!

Creative Writing Club

Creative Writing
Club is another area
you will enjoy at
Roding Valley High
school. Creative
Writing Club was
established in 2019
and even though we
went into lockdown,
it still thrived; we
managed to make
a compilation
of students’ work recording all their
fantastic and witty contributions. After
another disrupted school year, we have
been amazed by the dedication, intellect
and imagination of our phenomenal
Creative Writers!
After the first couple of Creative Writing
Challenges we set for our students,
it quickly became apparent that their
fantastic work simply had to be shared to
a wider audience! After a year of incredible
hard work from our students, we have
been able to create a new compilation of
students’ work, please use this link to view.
(https://rodingvalley.net/wp-content/
uploads/2021/09/Compilation-ofStudents-Work-Volume-2-2020-2021.pdf)

Key Stage 5
Transition Days

For older students,
who wanted to
continue their
study at English, we ran Key Stage 5
Transition days, we had a great turnout.
Our Year 12 students were excited and
enthusiastic about our A Level English
Course, engaging in an English Lit
taster lesson that had them critically
questioning the poet’s intentions and
engaging with devices in a perceptive
manner. In addition to the live lesson,
each A Level English teacher provided
an online taster session, providing
students with more detailed information
regarding the course and more specific
engagement with core texts and key
themes, including love throughout time
and war in context.

Roding Reads

Roding Reads was
born as a way to reach
all children and staff
at Roding Valley High
School - a fantastic
bulletin about all things
“reading”. We have had
so much fun making
Roding Reads,
challenging pupils
and staff alike to be
“caught reading”, with
some of the highlights
Bethany Cooper
(Year 9) reading whilst
dangling upside
down on a slide! We
even had some lovely
family-time photos,
such as Mr Ball inspiring a love of
reading in his young son.
Alongside selfies, there are book
recommendations to inspire a range
of tastes and reviews sent in by our
amazing KS3 and KS4 pupils. It’s great
to see children sharing what they love
and even a few staff seem to have
been intrigued and bought the books!
#inspirational
Once students have snapped a selfie and
found a new “must-buy” book, they can
hop into the Games Corner with a range
of puzzles and quizzes, a perfect pairing
or preparation for Quiz Nights.
Students really enjoyed the Writer’s
Corner to read the week’s finest pieces
of creative writing straight from the
brilliant minds of our Roding family, or
admire the coolest book covers that have
been designed. Here is one of many
brilliant pieces: The Dunkirk Agent by
Isabelle Davenport, who was in Year 7 at
the time! Talk about a jaw-dropping read!
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ENDEAVOUR

House Competitions Continue
during the Lockdown

Throughout the period of lockdown, we continued to offer and support our students
with enrichment activities through our House events.
All the subject areas got involved:
Competitions included cooking competitions
to mark Veganuary and Pancake day; a house
competition to mark World Religion Day, house
events to commemorate Holocaust Day.
Other challenges include: designing a festive
Christmas chocolate bar to test Year 8 students’
creative marketing skills, improving students’
times tables and recall speed through TimeTable
Rockstars, and demonstrating their modern foreign
language skills by presenting 10 newly learnt words.
To keep students fit and active during the period
of lockdown, the PE department at Roding

Valley High School has also launched
an ‘Around the World Challenge’ where
they are asking students to choose an
exercise – whether that was walking,
running or cycling – and try and get as close
as possible to the 40,075 kilometres that it
would take to travel around the world. With
the help of Google Classroom, students
had until February half-term to log their
distances and progress.
Congratulations to all of our students who
took part in House competitions.

Duke of Edinburgh Excellence

Throughout this academic year, many of our students have had the opportunity to participate in
the fantastic Duke of Edinburgh award.
We were determined to continue this excellent scheme even in the most challenging of
circumstances that happened this year. At the beginning of May, our Year 10 took part in
their practise assessment in Roxwell Park followed by their ‘Silver’ expedition in St Albans;
it was excellent to receive such good feedback from the public and
staff regarding the maturity of our students during these visits.

Follow us
@RodingValleyHS

@rodinghs

@RVHSYouTube

w

www.rodingvalley.net

SPORTSMARK
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