
Holding Screen: Parent Forum

Email- parentforum@rodingvalley.net

Hello everyone, Thank you for joining our parent forum. This forum is on SEND and will begin at 5pm. 

If you have any questions that are relevant to this forum, that we could answer during this session, then please 
email your question to parentforum@rodingvalley.net.

Note: If you have a personal question relating to a specific subject etc, then please do contact the subject lead, 
subject teacher, or Year Progress Leader.

The parent forum email address will expire after the sessions.

mailto:parentforum@rodingvalley.net


By the end of this session, you should have more 
understanding of: 

1. the main lockdown learning issues

1. some idea of how to address accessibility issues

1. how to help your child get organised

1. what to do if it’s not working



1. The main lockdown learning issues 
Problem We addressed that by: Pros and Cons of Solution 

1. Lack of teacher 
interaction

• Teaching half of all lessons LIVE Pro – better for mental health. Independent  
lesson can be done at students’ own pace. 

Con – students feel rushed by LIVE lesson 
pace 

2. Larger classes for some 
subjects

• Putting in small classes for English and 
Maths. 

• Smaller classes for Science and History. 

Pro – students absorb material better in Core 
smaller classes

Con – not all lessons can be taught in original 
groupings 

3. Teachers can’t tell how 
much all students have 
understood. 

• Providing Google Docs, Padlet, Chat 
function.

• LSAs to work with smaller groups 
within larger classes 

• Small group work to continue in 
Numeracy, Literacy, Speech and 
Language, Mentoring. 

Pro – Students may feel less pressure to raise a 
hand in front of others. 

Con – students need to use new apps and 
technology and get used to using them in a 
lesson 



Josh 



2. Addressing Accessibility Issues  
Microsoft/

Apple In-built 
Accessibility 

Features 

Read&Write 
for Chrome 

VoiceIn Helperbird

1. Dyslexia and visual stress �
2. ADD and ADHD – attention 
difficulties with and without 
hyperactivity 
3. Autism and autistic spectrum 
needs �
4. Speech and Language Needs

5. Physical Impairments (Hearing 
and Vision) and Medical Issues �



Microsoft / Apple Accessibility on your Laptop 

Visual Impairment 
magnifier

Colour-blindness
Contrast choices 

Narrator
Read-aloud function

Hearing Impairment
closed captions / volume

https://support.apple.com/accessibility

https://support.apple.com/accessibility


https://support.apple.com/accessibility

https://support.apple.com/accessibility
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Dyslexia-friendly Apps and Chrome Web Extensions  

� Visual Stress
� Open Type
� Speech to text 



Read&Write for Google Chrome 

1. Highlight text to read 
aloud 

1. Highlight words for 
visual picture

1. Change colour of text 
for visual stress



VoiceIn – voice typing 

Dyslexia
ADD
Speech and Language Needs 



Helperbird: Accessibility and Dyslexia Software

� Change fonts to dyslexia friendly ones
� Overlay colours
� Use reading ruler

Dyslexia
ADD
Autism 
Speech and Language Needs 



Zoom

Visual Impairment 
 Zoom 



3. Help your child get organised 

� Creating a tick list 
� Things I need
� Instructions in Order
� Work space where 

possible
� Routine



Creating Projects to Help Organise Materials 



4. What to do if it’s not working

� Contact your child’s teachers directly 
� Contact the SENDCo
� Decide on a focus
� Decide on a method
� Trial and error 



Links 
� Dyslexia and Accessibility

� Accessibility Support for Apple

� Read&Write     (Also Read&Write for Chrome) 

� Dyslexie font

� Google Chrome Help 

� Crossbow Educational Supplies –available on Amazon

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/search/dyslexia%20%26%20accessibility?hl=en-GB&utm_source=chrome-ntp-launcher
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/accessibility
https://www.texthelp.com/en-gb/products/read-write/
https://www.dyslexiefont.com/en/typeface/
https://support.google.com/chrome#topic=9796470

