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Photography (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

This course explores a vast range of essential skills in photography such as darkroom wet film 
photography, understanding camera settings on a digital SLR camera and a film SLR camera, studio 
lighting, how to analyse the work of photographers, developing your own ideas and exploring creative 
and experimental techniques. Students will present their work creatively in sketchbooks. A large part 
of the coursework unit is based on an essay submission which is a completely independent piece of 
research conducted by students on a topic of their choice. This extended piece of writing is between 
1000-3000 words so students must be highly confident in their written and analytical skills. Students will 
be required to visit photography exhibitions and galleries as part of homework followed up with a written 
review. Independent skills are of great importance as much of your homework will be to plan and set up 
your own photo shoots and taking photos on a weekly basis. This is a 2 year full A-level course. There is 
one final 15 hour 3 day practical exam at the end of the 2 year course.

Year 1 Year 2

Essential elements of Photography:
•   How to use a film camera
•   How to develop film and print darkroom 

photographs
•   Experimental darkroom printing techniques 

(acetates, photograms, etc)
•   Polaroid and instant photography
•   Studio lighting skills
•   How a DSLR works
•   Shutter speed experiments
Personal Investigation:
•   Choosing a starting point of your choice 
•   In-depth artist analysis skills
•   Essay research techniques and structuring

Personal investigation (continued):
•   Planning photo shoot ideas
•   Taking photos, producing edits and 

experiments, refining ideas
•   Mock exam PPE in Jan producing a final 

piece
•   Final submission of essay based on personal 

investigation
Externally set task:
•   5 different themes set by exam board each 

year
•   Making use of all practical knowledge and 

skills acquired through course
•   Produce a project and photoshoots based 

on your chosen theme resulting in a final 15 
hour/3 day exam to produce a final piece

Assessment

Personal Investigation Project and essay (60%) 15 hour PPE in January of Year 2
Externally Set Task (40%) Final 15 hour exam in May of Year 2

For Further Information  
https://rodingvalley.net/sixth-form/applying-for-sixth-form/

Entry Requirements

A minimum of a Grade 6 in GCSE Photography, Art 
or Media plus a photography portfolio. You must 
have your own digital SLR camera to do this course.

Recommended Reading and Subject 
Enrichment

The Photo Book, Ian Jeffrey (Phaidon) 
Collins Complete Photography Course,  
John Garrett (Collins) 
Annual trip to a photography exhibition in London.
Higher Education and Career Pathways

You could go on to study BA Photography at 
university. Photography allows for career pathways 
in areas such as media, marketing, graphic 
design, advertising, galleries, fashion and many 
other creative industries.
Complementary Subjects

Media and English.


