
The ‘big’ skills needed for both GCSE and A Level:
•  Performing
•  Composing
•  Listening and appraising

By the end of Year 9, our students can:

YEAR Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

7 Topic: Basic theory of music.
Introduction to theory of music.
Skill: To read pitches and note lengths.
To play a simple riff using one hand position.
Assessment: Perform fluently and in time. 

Topic: Music for adverts and media.
Skill: Writing the script for a 30 second advert. Jingles may be 
included. Underscoring appropriately for the product.
Assessment: Advert uses appropriate language and the music 

Topic: Baroque music.
Skill: To perform a ground bass using the left hand. Developing to 
two hands and more complex melodic lines.
Assessment: Perform fluently and in time with a mixture of 
articulation.

Topic: Popular music.
Skill: To be able to mix audio and midi to recreate a pop song. 
Assessment: Both vocals and instrumental fit together in time, 
appropriately remixed.

Topic: African music.
Skill: To perform simple rhythms in time and as part of a group. 
Assessment: To play or sing fluently and in time with intonation.

Topic: Sound design.
Skill: To create appropriate and idiomatic underscore and FX synced 
to picture for a cartoon.
Assessment: Cartoon music enhances different scenes and moods. 
FX are appropriate and synced.

8 Topic: Indian music.
Skill: Improvisation around a raga in a group. Perform Bhangra using 
both hands.
Assessment: Perform fluently and in time with swung rhythms and 
alternate fingers for articulation.

Topic: Silent movies.
Skill: To compose idiomatically, music for a silent film using only 
orchestral instrumentation at playable pitches.
Assessment: The music shows understanding of texture and playing 
techniques.

Topic: Tubular Bells.
Skill: To play using both hands with unusual metres.
Assessment: Perform fluently and in time demonstrating dexterity 
and finger independence.

Topic: Latin American music
Skill: To idiomatically compose a piece of salsa music using audio 
and midi around a given structure.
Assessment: Piece uses rhythm section, horn section and vocals 
within the given structure.

Topic: Classical music.
Skill: To play Fur Elise using different hand positions and octaves.
Assessment: Perform extended phrases fluently and in time, 
demonstrating varied articulation and movement around the 
keyboard.

Topic: Reggae music.
Skill: To compose idiomatically with the emphasis on the off beats.
Assessment: Piece demonstrates understanding of instrumentation 
and syncopation.

9 Topic: Ragtime
Skill: Playing with two hands using all the keyboard with varied hand 
positions. 
Assessment: Perform fluently and in time with articulation and 
independence between the hands.

Topic: Blues music
Skill: To compose idiomatically within the 12 bar blues structure. To 
improvise around the Blues scale.
Assessment: The music demonstrates understanding of structure 
and development.

Topic: Musicals
Skill: To play/sing a song from a musical.
Assessment: To perform fluently and in time with expression.

Topic: Film music
Skill: To compose idiomatically the music for a film trailer with FX and 
automation.
Assessment: The music enhances the moods and FX are synced 
to picture. Demonstration of automation through dynamics, panning 
and studio FX.

Topic: Modern song
Skill: To play/sing a modern pop song of any style.
Assessment: None

Topic: Sequencing and editing.
Skill: To create a mixtape or a mashup of different songs/pieces.
Assessment: None
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n Be ambitious
n Imitate
n Lead others
n Pursue excellence
n Seek recognition
n Strive
n Take risks

n Appreciate
n Be kind
n Be loyal
n Celebrate
n Mentor
n Protect
n Support

n Be determined
n Imitate
n Lead others
n Pursue excellence
n Seek recognition
n Strive
n Take risks

A
Aspiration

R
Respect

E
Endeavour

PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

Develop a 
lifelong 
love of learning

Build a solid 
foundation in 
education

Reflect on future pathways; 
University? Apprenticeship? 
College?

Attend RVHS 
sixth form 

evening
Listen to inspirational speakers & 
reflect on aspirations

Attend all intervention  
opportunities

Visit a university

Build on independent study habits

Choose future 
pathways

Refresh  
your CV

Participate in 
study skills DDD

Reignite your 
passion for co-
curriocular clubs 
& activities

Consider possible 
future careers

Take part in KS3 
enrichment activities

Support school 
open morning

 
 
Sit SATs

Attend Year 7 
induction day 
at RVHS

Get involved in the 
school community 
& represent house

Embed an excellent 
‘attitude to 
learning’

Volunteer to lead 
the learning in 
lessons

Represent Roding 
Valley in some 
activity

Put yourself 
forward to sit on 
the school council

Become an  
accelerated reader millionaire

Start GCSE courses

Sit GCSEs

Apply to our sixth form 
or college

Attend sixth form  
transition day

Sit trial GCSEs

Become a subject ambassador

Discuss GCSE options

Ensure attendance above 97%

Lead whole school assemblies/
presentations

Volunteer to help others

 
Appy learning to the 
world of work

Actively seek out  
progress points

Volunteer to be your form  
ambassador

Read at least 25 
books per year

Apply  
to Roding 
Valley High 
School

Complete 
transition 
booklet during 
Summer

Take part in at 
least 3 house 
activities

Complete 
summer 
transition work

Apply for university/
alternative post-18 
courses

Become a member 
of the RVHS alumni 
network

Complete an EPQ
Confirm & accept 
future pathway offers

Research  
post 16 options

Sign up 
for NCS 
challenge

Research 
future 
career 
options

 
Improve 
inteview 
skills

Plan personalised

Prepare your 
first CV

Maintain 
participation in 

house activities

Secure 
some 

experience 
of part-time 

work

 
 

Sign up for 
EPQ

Apply to 
become a 
sixth form 
mentor

Apply to become 
a sixth form 

leaderComplete sixth 
form transition 

modules & 
induction

Apply for the 
programme 
to become 
head boy/

girl

 
Plan use of 

independent 
study time

Embark on 
your journey 

to gain ‘the 
edge’

Build 
your 
3Cs

Lead a class/
year group 

assembly

Experience 
formal 

assessments 
& know how 

best to revise

Develop  
‘skills for life 

& learning’

Develop good 
independent  
study habits

Attend the  
co-curricular 

fayre & sign up 
for a club

Develop a 
‘Growth 
Mindset’

YEAR 
7

YEAR 
8

YEAR 
9

YEAR 
10

YEAR 
11

YEAR 
12

YEAR 
13

College

Continue 
extra 

curricular

Continue to 
actively support 
house activities

 
 
Be a duty 
student

Consider 
gaining extra 
qualifications

 
 
Become  
a buddy

Be nominated 
for JP award 

in all

Sign up for  
Duke of Edinburgh 
(Bronze)

Reflect on your 
journey to gain 
‘the edge’

Apply to  
become a  
house captain

 
Sit internal 
exams

Visit & research 
universities/
alternative post-
18 courses

Write a personal 
statement/produce 
a professional 
portfolio

Reflect  
on your  

journey to gain  
‘the edge’

Refine & perfect 
revision & study 

habits

Apply to be a  
Year 11 prefect

Consider the format 
of GCSE exams 

& refine revision 
techniques

Put yourself 
forward for 

JP speak out 
challenge

Consider 
Duke of 
Edinburgh 
(Gold)

Complete 
summer 
transition work

Participate 
in Duke of 
Edinburgh 

(bronze)

Take part 
in mock 

interviews

Become 
head boy/

girl

Apply for university 
summer schools

Use PLLS to 
close gaps

Apply to  
be a yes prefect

Lead lower 
school 

assemblies

Sit Year 10 
exams

Embed 
excellent 

study habits 
& ahead  

with revision

Prepare for  
careers  
interviews

Consider summer 
internships & 
voluntary work

Sit A levels

Sign up for 
Duke of 

Edinburgh 
(Silver)

Start a degree level 
apprenticeship and 

career path

Go to university  
or college

Take a  
gap year

Continue  
your lifelong 

journey

•  Perform with accuracy and fluency.
•   Compose within given structures and styles using DAW, with varied  

textures, harmonies and idiomatically.

•  Read music from which they are playing and edit scores.
•   Recognise and describe elements of music throughout  

different genres.


