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Drama & Theatre Studies (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

Drama & Theatre inspires students to become 
independent theatre makers with the skills they need 
to go on to higher education, whether that is to study 
a course in drama and theatre or another subject.
This qualification emphasises practical creativity 
alongside research and theoretical understanding.
Students learn through experience, seeing theatre 
and making theatre for themselves. Students are 
introduced to a wide range of theatrical styles and 
contexts as they explore plays practically, devise and 
work on performances.
Exam papers are designed to allow students to 
demonstrate their creativity and imagination in 
interpreting set texts and apply independent thinking 
as they evaluate a live theatre production.

Component 1: Drama and theatre
•   Knowledge and understanding of drama and 

theatre
•   Study of two set plays
•   Analysis and evaluation of the work of live 

theatre makers
•   Written exam: 3 hours. 30% of A-level

Component 2: Creating original drama 
(practical)
•   Process of creating devised drama
•   Performance of devised drama
•   Devised piece must be influenced by the 

work and methodologies of one prescribed 
practitioner

•   Working notebook (40 marks)
•   Devised performance (20 marks)
•   30% of A-level

Component 3: Making theatre (practical)
•   Practical exploration and interpretation of three 

extracts, each taken from a different play
•   Style of a prescribed practitioner must be 

applied to one Extract, which is performed as a 
final assessed piece

•   Reflective report analysing and evaluating 
theatrical interpretation of all three extracts

•   Performance of Extract 3 (40 marks)
•   Reflective report (20 marks)
•   30% of A-level

GCSE Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 5 in GCSE Drama and 
English. Applicants without GCSE Drama, but 
with an aptitude and enthusiasm for the subject, 
will be considered.

Key Text Books:

Stanslavski and the Actor, Jean Benedetti
The Complete Brecht Toolkit, Stephen Unwin
The Frantic Assembly Book of Devising Theatre, 
Scott Graham
Antonin Artaud: From Theory to Practice, Lee 
Jamieson

Additional Information:

Theatre is highly respected by higher education 
institutions which value interpersonal skills, 
independence and resilience in their students. 
For example, it offers great transferable skills to 
students of Law as well as performing arts.
Transferable skills
Theatre refines students’ collaborative skills, 
their analytical thinking and their approach to 
research. Students grow in confidence and 
maturity as they successfully realise their own 
ideas. They learn to evaluate objectively and 
develop a sound appreciation of the influences 
that cultural and social contexts can have on 
decision making.
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