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Deadline to submit this completed booklet:  
Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

 
Who should I hand this booklet into?  
Mrs A Wheaton (Head of 6th Form) 

 
Who do I contact if I have any questions about this booklet?  

Mrs S Costello (scostello@rodingvalley.net) 
 

To study A-Level Photography, you will need: 
1) A Grade 6 or above in either GCSE Photography, Art or Media 
2) Your own DSLR camera 
3) Completion of all the tasks in this booklet  

Student Name: 



Task 1: Exhibition Review (extended writing task) 
 
An important part of A-Level Photography is to visit photography exhibitions on a 
regular basis and producing extended written work in the form of an exhibition 
review. 
 
Visit one of the exhibitions below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Urban Impulses: Latin American Photography From 1959 To 2016’ exhibition  
or  

‘TPG New Talent’ exhibition at The Photographers’ Gallery 
The Photographers' Gallery 

16 - 18 Ramillies Street, London W1F 7LW 
 

Nearest Tube Station: Oxford Circus 
Under 19s go free 

‘Nan Goldin’ exhibition at Tate Modern 
Tate Modern 

Natalie Bell Building Level 3 East 
Bankside, London SE1 9TG 

 
Nearest Tube Stations: Southwark or St Paul's 

Free entry 

‘Kaleidoscope: Immigration and Modern Britain’ exhibition at Somerset House  
Somerset House 

Terrace Rooms, South Wing 
Strand, London WC2R 1LA 

 
Nearest Tube Station: Temple 

Free entry 
 



Now write a 750+ word review about the exhibition using the guidance below to help 
you. 
  
What is the name of the exhibition you chose to go to?  
What date did you go? 
Was this your first time visiting the gallery?  
Travel info - how did you get there, what stations, how long did it take? 
 
How was the exhibition laid out? 
What about the lighting, background walls and framing of the photos? 
Sizes of the prints 
Height of frames 
Was there an order to how the images were laid out? 
 
Was the text info about each photo helpful or not helpful? Why? Did it influence how you 
felt about the work? 
 
Were there common subject matters/themes across the exhibition?  
 
What was your favourite image from the exhibition? Analyse and describe the image: 
● Mood 
● Pose  
● Expression 
● Colour 
● Line/Pattern 
● Angle 
● Lighting 
● Meaning 

 
Was the exhibition what you had expected? Why/why not? 
 
Submit your review via email to Mrs S Costello (scostello@rodingvalley.net) or hand 
in a printed copy of your review with this booklet. 
 
Tick ONE option below: 
⬜ I have handed in a printed copy of my exhibition review with this booklet  
⬜ I have emailed Mrs Costello with a copy of my exhibition review 

mailto:scostello@rodingvalley.net


Task 2: Portfolio 
 
Carefully select 10 photographs you have taken which demonstrate your 
skills and ability as a photographer.  
 
Present your 10 photographs as a PowerPoint (1 photograph per slide).  
 
Include a paragraph of information with each photograph which should 
include: 
● Where you took the photograph 
● What the image is about 
● Any editing techniques you used to enhance the image 
● Why this image is a good example of your skills and abilities as a 

photographer 
 
Submit your portfolio via email to Mrs S Costello 
(scostello@rodingvalley.net) or hand in a printed copy of your portfolio with 
this booklet. 
 
Tick ONE option below: 
⬜ I have handed in a printed copy of my portfolio with this booklet  
⬜ I have emailed Mrs Costello with a copy of my portfolio 

mailto:scostello@rodingvalley.net


Task 3: Genres of Photography 
 
The word ‘genre’ means a style or category of art 
 
Research 10 different ‘genres’ or styles/types of photography:  
● Explain the definition of each genre and include examples of 3 

photographers who work in this style 
● Include a photograph by each of these photographers as an example 

for each genre 
 
Present your work as a PowerPoint which you can either email to Mrs 
Costello or print out a copy to hand in with this booklet. 
 
Tick ONE option below: 
⬜ I have handed in a printed copy of my genres of photography work with 
this booklet  
⬜ I have emailed Mrs Costello with a copy of my genres of photography 
work 



Task 4: Keywords and Terminology 
 
Find out the definitions of the following keywords and terminology in relation to 
photography. Use the spaces below to write your answers or type up your answers 
and hand it in with this booklet. 
 
Depth of Field: 
 
 
Rule of Thirds: 
 
 
Shutter Speed: 
 
 
Aperture: 
 
 
ISO: 
 
 
SLR: 
 
 
DSLR: 
 
 
Composition: 
 
 
Ambient Light: 
 
 
Bokeh: 
 



RAW file: 
 
 
JPEG file: 
 
 
Exposure: 
 
 
F-stop: 
 
 
Golden Hour: 
 
 
Panning: 
 
 
Saturation: 
 
 
Sharpening: 
 
 
White Balance: 
 
 
Tick ONE option below: 
⬜ I have handed in a printed copy of my keywords and terminology work 
with this booklet  
⬜ I have written the definitions straight onto this double page 



A-Level Photography PLC (Personalised Learning Checklist) 😞 😐 😊 

AO1: Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding  

Creatively present research on artists and photographers who link with my theme 

Write in depth and thoughtful comments/annotations around the artists’ work as well as my own ideas and practical 
work 

Include a range of different ideas for my project and explain my ideas in relation to relevant artists and contextual 
references 

Use correct photography keywords and terminology 

Regularly attend photography and art exhibitions relevant to my theme and write exhibition reviews 

AO2: Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and refining 
ideas as work develops 

Experiment with different processes, materials and techniques (darkroom, film, digital, photoshop, studio lighting, 
camera settings, collage, etc) 

Evaluate the successes and pitfalls of my experimentation processes 

Refine and improve my practical work 

Make appropriate choices when experimenting with my photographs in relation to my theme and artist research 

Annotating my thumbnails and making informed choices when selecting images from my thumbnails 

AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress 

Evidencing strong basic photography skills (framing, composition, lighting, depth of field, aperture, shutter speed, 
angle, perspective, etc) 

Drawings and basic sketches documenting ideas, plans, photo shoot set ups, behind the scenes, diagrams etc 

Annotation and written work is honest and reflective (WWW, EBI) and links back to artists and themes 

Lots of photos on my thumbnails, showing a variety of angles, set ups, poses, etc 

AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where appropriate, makes 
connections between visual and other elements  

Linking outcomes to development work, artists and resources  

Creating a final piece and images leading up to a final piece 

Final piece clearly links to development and journey of your whole project 

Include evidence of how my ideas have developed from the start of my project to the end, with evidence of how it has 
helped me to look at others’ work 

Using visual language skills effectively 


