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A Level History Summer Tasks Booklet 

 
 

Instructions: 
 
This booklet contains clear information about starting this A level. Please read it carefully 
before starting in September.  
 
Please complete all of the tasks set in this booklet before beginning your A-Level History 
course in September. 
 
Before joining the course officially, this book must be totally completed and handed in on 
your first day. 
 
Failure to complete this booklet will result in your being sent away from your first History 
lesson. 
 
The booklet is divided into two sections- Russia: From Lenin to Yeltsin and The German 
Democratic Republic 
 
Any questions/ problems, please email : 
mcocker@rodingvalley.net 
 
  

mailto:mcocker@rodingvalley.net


Module Breakdown and Exam Overview 

 

 

Year of 
study 

Topic How is it assessed Percentage 
of total 
grade. 

Year 12 Russia 1917-
1991: From Lenin 
to Yeltsin 

Exam 
2 hours 15 mins 
2x essay questions  
E.g. 
To what extent … 
How far do you agree … 
1 x interpretations question 
E.g. 
How far do you agree with the view of 
interpretation __ that …. was responsible 
for the collapse of the USSR. 

30% 

The GDR 1945-
1990 

Exam 
1 hour 30 mins 
1x source analysis question 
E.g. 
How far could a historian make use of 
sources _ and _ together to investigate 
the role of ….. 
1 x Essay question 
E.g. 
To what extent … 
How far do you agree … 
 

20% 

Year 13 Britain Losing and 
Gaining an 
Empire 

Exam 
2 hours 15 mins 
2x essay questions  
E.g. 
To what extent … 
How far do you agree … 
1 x source question 
E.g. 
How far could a historian make use of 
source _ to investigate _ and _ 

30% 

Coursework One 4,000 word essay on an original 
topic focused on interpretations of 
history. 
Historians have disagreed about …. 
What is your view about ...  

20% 

Russia 1917-1991: From Lenin to Yeltsin 



 

 



 

  



The German Democratic Republic 1945-1990 

 

 



 

 

  



Year 12 PLCs: 

Paper 1 Route E: Russia 1917-91: From Lenin to Yeltsin 

 
Key Questions 

Notes / 
Mind 
Map 

Cue 
Card 

Practice 
Question 

Theme 1: Communist government in the USSR, 1917-91:       Key Questions 
 

   

How did the Bolsheviks establish a one-party state between 1917 and 1924?    

How did Stalin exercise power over the Communist Party and the Soviet State?    

To what extent did the nature of Communist Party rule change after the death 
of Stalin up to 1985? 

   

Content 
 

   

Establishing control 1917-24    

a)the creation of a one party state and the party congress of 1921    

b)the growing centralisation of power    

c)the nature of government under Lenin    

d)the power struggle of 1924-28    

    

Stalin in power 1928-53    

a)the elimination of opponents in government and party    

b)the purges of the 1930s    

c)Stalin’s power over party and state    

d)WW2 and post war Stalin era    

    

Reform, stability and stagnation 1953-85    

a)Khrushchev’s reforms including de-Stalinisation    

b)Stability/stagnation under Brezhnev 1964-82    

c)Attempts to end political stagnation 1982-85 Andropov and Chernenko     

    

Theme 2: Industrial and agricultural change 1917-24           Key Questions 
 

   

How did the government exercise control over the economy between 1917-28?    

What was the impact of the five year plans and collectivisation under Stalin?    

How far did economic policy change between 1952 and 1985?    

Content 
 

   

Towards a command economy 1917-28    

a)the nationalisation of industry    

b)state control of industry and agriculture    

c)war communism and the New Economic Policy    

d)the switch to collectivisation and abandonment of the NEP 1927-29    

    

Industry and agriculture in the Stalin era 1928-53    

a)the five year plans and industrial change    

b)agricultural collectivisation and its impact    

c)recovery from the war after 1945:industry and agriculture    

    



Changing priorities for industry and agriculture 1953-85    

a)the promotion of light industry, chemicals and consumer goods    

b)investment and reform in agriculture and the Virgin Lands Scheme    

c)the limited attempts at reform after 1964-85    

d)economic decline    

    

Theme 3: Control of the people 1917-85                        Key Questions    

    

How did the Soviet government exercise control over the media, propaganda 
and religion? 

   

How did the use of the secret police change through the period 1917-85?    

How effective was the Soviet government’s use of culture and the arts?    

Content 
 

   

Media, propaganda and religion    

a)state control of mass media and propaganda    

b)personality cults of Stalin, Khrushchev and Brezhnev    

c)attacks on religious beliefs and practices    

    

The secret police    

a)the roles of Dzerzhinsky, Yagoda, Yezhov and Beria    

b)Andropov’s suppression of dissidents 1967-82    

c)the continued monitoring of popular discontent 1982-85    

    

The state and cultural change    

a)Prolekult, avant-garde, cult of the little man and socialist realism 1917-53    

b)non conformity and dissidence from the 1950’s    

c)’The Thaw’ and clashes between artists and the government to 1985    

    

Theme 4: Social Developments 1917-85                           Key Questions    

    

How successful was the government in providing social security for the Soviet 
people between 1917-85? 

   

To what extent did the role of women and the family change between 1917 and 
1985? 

   

How successful was the Soviet government’s attempts to improve the provision 
of education? 

   

Content 
 

   

Social security    

a)full employment, housing, healthcare and social benefits 1917-53    

b)Khrushchev, Brezhnev, Andropov and Chernenko and the promotion of a 
stable society 1953-85 

   

c)protests    

    

Women and the family    

a)the changing status of different groups of women in towns and countryside    

b)changing government attitudes towards the family as a social unit    

    

    



    

Education and young people    

a)the growth of primary, secondary and higher education    

b)the reduction of illiteracy    

c)state control of the curriculum    

    

Theme 5: The fall of The Soviet Union 1985-91:                        Key Questions    

    

How important were economic weaknesses in bringing about the fall of the 
USSR? 

   

How significant were the failures of Gorbachev’s political reforms?    

What impact did the resurgence of nationalism have on the collapse of the 
USSR? 

   

How far were Gorbachev and Yeltsin responsible for the collapse of the USSR?    

    

Content 
 

   

a)the significance of the economic weaknesses of the USSR and the failure of 
reform 

   

b)the effects of Gorbachev’s failure to reform the Communist Party and the 
Soviet government 

   

c)the impact of the nationalist resurgence in the late 1980s in Soviet republics 
and in communist states of Eastern Europe 

   

d)how far Gorbachev and Yeltsin can be seen as responsible for the collapse of 
the USSR IN 1991 

   

    
 

 A Level 

Section A Students will answer one breadth question from a choice of two. 
At A level any second order concept can be assessed (cause, consequence, similarity, 
difference, significance) 

Section B Students answer another breadth from a choice of two. Any second order concept can be 
addressed.  

Section C Students must answer a question asking them to evaluate two historical interpretations. 
 

  



Year 12 PLCs: 

German Democratic Republic, 1949-90 

 
Key Questions 

Notes/ 
Mind 
map 

Cue 
Card 

Practice 
Question 

1. Establishing and consolidating communist rule in the GDR c. 1949-61 
 

   

Why did events in the years 1945 to 1949 lead to the division of Germany?    

Why was there a severe refugee crisis in post war Germany?    

To what extent was the system of government in the GDR democratic?    

Why did the SED gain control in the Soviet Zone?    

How successfully had the policy of De-nazification, as agreed at the Potsdam 
conference, been carried out by the mid 1950s? 

   

How successful was the development of the GDR’s economy in the years 1949-61?    

Why did the GDR find it necessary to build the Berlin wall in 1961?    

What were the reasons for the Berlin Crisis 1960-1961?    

To what extent was Khrushchev responsible for the decision to build the Berlin 
Wall? 

   

What was the Impact of the Berlin Wall?    

    

2. The development of the East German State    

    

To what extent did the FRG and the GDR become models of their respective 
ideological systems? 

   

To what extent did the GDR’s economy stabilise after 1961?    

Why did the NES fail in 1968?    

Why did the ESS fail in 1971?    

What was the significance of the Basic Treaty 1972?    

How significant were economic inequalities in the GDR?    

In what ways did the economy of the GDR develop under Ulbricht?    

What were the weaknesses of the GDR’s economy under Ulbricht?    

How important was membership to COMECON for the GDR?    

How successful was Honecker in developing a distinct identity for the GDR?    

What was the role of sport in developing the international reputation of the GDR?    

How far did relations between the GDR and the FRG improve in the years 1961-
85? 

   

What was Ostpolitik and why was it important?    

How did the agreements of 1970-72 improve international relations for the GDR?    

What was the impact of Ostpolitik on the GDR’s economy and standard of living?    

How successful was the GDR in improving its international prestige in the years 
1961-85? 

   

What was the attitude of the Soviet government to the GDR 1961-85?    

    

3. Life in East Germany    

    

Did the GDR create a successful welfare state?    

How did the status of women change in the GDR in the 1970s 1980?    

How effective were the social welfare programmes of the GDR in meeting the    



needs of its population between 1949 and 1985? 

How extensive was surveillance by the Stasi in the GDR?    

Did a combination of repression and support keep the SED in control?    

Why did people collaborate with the Stasi?    

To what extend did the FDJ gain popular support for the SED?    

What methods of control did the SED use in the GDR?    

To what extent was there popular support for the GDR?    

What was the role of the protestant church in the GDR?    

How did the church establish a dialogue between the people and the SED?    

How far did western influences impact life in the GDR?    

What affect did Gorbachev’s reforms have on the GDR?    

What was the impact of Ostpolitik on travel between the two German states?    

How far did television, film and music undermine influence the lives of ordinary 
Germans in the GDR 

   

    

4. Growing crisis and the collapse of communist rule in the GDR 1985-90    

    

Why were the economic problems of the GDR so severe by the late 1980s?    

How significant was Gorbachev’s refusal to continue to support the GDR?    

What was the impact of Glasnost and Perestroika on the reform movement in the 
GDR? 

   

To what extent did support for the SED in the late 1980s decline?    

Why did the events of 1989 lead to such a sudden opening of the Berlin Wall?    

Why was reunification of the GDR and FRG so rapid?    

What were the consequences of reunification on the people of the GDR?    

What were the causes of growing dissatisfaction with the GDR in 1989?    

Why was the Two-Plus-Four Treaty and why was it significant?    

 

Section Question 

A – Source Analysis  

1 compulsory question 

20 Marks 

45 mins 

How far could the historian make use of sources 1 and 2 together to 
investigate…? 

You should examine each source separately and make 3 points for each. 

- Value of the content 

- Reliability 

- Contextual knowledge to assess accuracy/ comprehensiveness 

Your conclusion should assess the value of the sources as a set. 

B – Explanation 
question 

Choose 1 of 2 questions 

20 marks 

45 minutes 

How far… 

To what extent… 

How accurate is it to say… 

The time period may be as short as a single year so make sure your 
knowledge is relevant to the time period of the question. 

Russia 1917-1991: Lenin to Yeltsin - Summer Task 



Task 1: Find definitions of the following words and write them below: 

Lenin 

 

Stalin 

 

February Revolution of 1917 

 

October Revolution of 1917 

 

Communism 

 

Bolshevism 

 

Tsarism 

 

Autocracy 

 

Tsar Nicholas II 

 

Regime 

 

Coup 

 

Soviet Union / USSR 

 

Provisional Government 

 

Duma 



 

Petrograd Soviet 

 

Karl Marx 

 

Civil War 

 

One Party State 

 

Bourgeoisie 

 

Proletariat 

 

Dictatorship of the Proletariat. 

 

Task 2: Read the article below and make a mind map of Lenin’s qualities as a leader.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lenin’s 

leadership 



 



 

Task 3: Answer the following questions below in full sentences: 

 

A. What do you think was the most important quality in making Lenin a strong leader? 

Why? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

B. What is meant by the phrase “the absent revolutionary”?  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

C. How did the way historians remember Lenin’s legacy change in the late 1980s and 

1990s? Why? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 



D. Make a list of any words / phrases you did not understand and find the definitions to 

them.  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  



German Democratic Republic 1945-1990 - Summer Task 

By John Simkin (john@spartacus-educational.com) © September 1997 (updated 

August 2014). 

The German Democratic Republic (East Germany) was established in 1949 from the area of 

Germany occupied by the Soviet Union. East Berlin became the capital of the new country. 

As West Berlin remained part of the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) the 

capital was the cause of great conflict. 

The main political figure in the German Democratic Republic was Walter Ulbricht who 

served as General Secretary of the Socialist Unity Party (1946-1971) and Chairman of the 

Council of State (1960-1971). 

On 7th June, 1953, hundreds of thousands took to the streets of East Germany in 

demonstrations which began as a protest against increased work quotas and spiralled into 

demands for free elections. Red Army tanks were brought in and the Soviet military 

commander declared a state of emergency. More than 50 people were killed. Of these, 

about 20 of were executed, while more than 1,000 were convicted in the East German courts 

of having taking part in an "attempted fascist coup". 

In 1955 the government of East Germany signed the Warsaw Treaty of Friendship 

Cooperation and Mutual Assistance with Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 

Poland, Romania and the Soviet Union. The Warsaw Pact was created in response to the 

decision to allow the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) to join the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO). 

In the fifteen years following the Second World War over 3 million people emigrated from the 

German Democratic Republic to Federal Republic of Germany. In August 1961 the Berlin 

Wall was built to stem this flow of refugees. 

In 1966 Willy Brandt became Foreign Minister in the Federal Republic of Germany (West 

Germany). He developed the policy of Ostpolitik (reconciliation between eastern and 

western Europe). In 1969 Brandt became Chancellor of West Germany. He continued with 

his policy of Ostpolitik and in 1970 negotiated an agreement with the Soviet Union 

accepting the frontiers of Berlin. He also signed the Basic Treaty with the German 

Democratic Republic. 

In 1972 the German Democratic Republic was admitted to the United Nations. With the 

collapse of communism in 1989 the two German republics were united. 

 

By John Simkin (john@spartacus-educational.com) © September 1997 (updated August 

2014). 

Primary Sources 

(1) Waltraut Krugler, quoted by Hubertus Knabe in his book 17th June 1953: A German 

Uprising (2003) 



The street was full of people, saying 'come with us, do this with us'," she remembered. "At 2 

o'clock in the afternoon, the street was black with people. The police said: 'All of you go 

home, and we will fulfil your demands.' But people shouted at the police and threw stones. 

Then the tanks came and people were killed. 

 

(2) An East German joke about Walter Ulbricht and Willy Brandt told during the 1970s. 

'Have you a hobby, Herr Brandt?' 

'Yes, I collect jokes that people tell about me,' says Brandt. 'And you?' 

'Oh, I collect people who tell jokes about me,' says Ulbricht. 

 

(3) An East German joke about Walter Ulbricht told during the 1970s. 

The Interior Minister telephones Walter Ulbricht. 

'Thieves have broken into the Ministry this evening.' 

'Have they stolen something?' 

'Alas, yes. All the results of the next elections.' 

 

(4) An East German joke that circulated in the 1970s. 

A West German Communist was travelling on a train through the GDR. He got into 

conversation with an old lady. 

 

'Back home in West Germany,' he told her, 'shirts cost forty marks each.' 

'Shirts?' said the old lady ruefully. 'We had those here once.' 

'Butter is terribly expensive in the West. We are forced to eat margarine,' he continued. 

'Yes,' said the old lady, 'we had margarine here once, too.' 

'Now look here!' shouted the West German, by now thoroughly exasperated, 'You don't have 

to tell me these fairy-stories, you know! I'm a Communist!' 

'A Communist?' sighed the old lady. 'Yes, we had those here once, too.' 

 

(5) Jeevan Vasagar, The Guardian (17th June, 2003) 

A German historian has accused the British of "betraying" an anti-communist uprising in the 

early years of the German Democratic Republic which was eventually put down by Soviet 



tanks. In a book published to coincide with today's 50th anniversary of the uprising, Hubertus 

Knabe claims that the western powers, in particular Britain led by Winston Churchill, declined 

to intervene because they feared a reunited Germany. 

Churchill rebuked a British commander who protested about the execution of a west Berlin 

student caught in the east and praised the Russians for their restraint. 

Mr Knabe, author of 17th June 1953: A German Uprising, said: "The demonstrators were 

bitterly disappointed, after the west's rhetoric about the liberation of Europe, and the 

encouragement of resistance, that when they went out on the streets, they received no 

support" 

The anniversary has been trailed for weeks by political debates, television documentaries 

and theatre productions. In his book, the historian quotes Churchill expressing surprise that 

the British commander should have issued a complaint to the Russians without consulting 

London. 

The then prime minister asked whether the Soviet Union should have allowed "the eastern 

zone to collapse into anarchy and revolt", according to a private message quoted by Mr 

Knabe, and went on: "I had the impression that the unrest was handled with remarkable 

restraint." 

The west feared reunification. The foreign secretary, Selwyn Lloyd, told Churchill in a memo 

on June 22 that the allies felt "a divided Germany is safer at present. But none of us dare 

say so in public because of the impact on public opinion in Germany". The first East 

Germans to go out on the streets in 1953 were construction workers on Stalinallee, the 

Communist-era highway that slices through East Berlin. 

 

Questions to accompany article: 

 

1. Using your previous knowledge of the Cold War and the information in this article- 

What was the Warsaw Pact and why was it set up ion 1955? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Please create a mini character profile of Walter Ulbricht below including his years in 

office, his main political beliefs and any flashpoints during his career: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Describe the key features of Ostpolitik: 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Study primary source number 3- what is the key message of this joke? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Study primary source number 5- According to the historian, why would Churchill ‘fear 

a reunited Germany.’? 

 

 

 

 

Key words for the course- please write a definition for each key term: 

 

 

 

GDR: 

 

 

 

FRG: 



 

 

 

SED: 

 

 

 

USSR: 

 

 

 

Class struggle: 

 

 

 

Stasi: 

 

 

 

Eastern Bloc: 

 

 

 

Ulbricht group: 

 

 

 

 

Third Reich: 

 

 

 

Democratic centralism: 

 

 

 

 

Nationalism: 

 

 

 

Centralised planned economy: 

 

 

 

Stalinallee: 

 

 



 

Junker: 

 

 

 

Collectivisation: 

 

 

 

Consumer socialism: 

 

 

 

Détente: 

 

 

 

Prefabricated: 

 

 

 

Grundshule: 

 

 

 

Propaganda: 

 

 

 

Censorship: 

 

 

 

 

Niche Society: 

 

 

 

 

Key reading- here is a list of recommended reading before 

starting the course: 

 
 

 

Applebaum, A., Iron Curtain: The Crushing of Eastern Europe 

 

 



 

Bushnell, N., and Leanord, A., A Germany divided and Reunited 1945-1991, 

Hodder 

 

 

Dale, G., Popular protest in Easter Germany, 1945-1989 

 

 

Dennis, M., The rise and fall of the GDR, 1945-1990 

 

 

 

Fulbrook, M., Anatomy of a Dictatorship: Inside the GDR, 1949-89 

 

 

 

Grieder, P., The German Democratic Republic, Palgrave Macmillan 

 

 

 


