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Welcome from Ms Wheaton
ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER & DIRECTOR OF SIXTH FORM

Choosing the right community for  
post-16 study is a difficult one, but 
we feel we offer an outstanding level 
of support and provision for all the 
students in our care in an academic and 
aspirational environment. 

We offer first-class, academic provision in 25 different subjects, combined with an 
extra-curricular and pastoral programme which ensures we develop well-rounded 
and successful young people. Our motto is Aspiration, Respect, Endeavour and 
this is encapsulated within our post 16-provision. Academic success, extra-curricular 
enrichment and university and careers provision are at the forefront of what we do. 

We are a medium sized sixth form comprised of a diverse and highly talented cohort 
of exceptional young people. We have extremely high expectations of all our students 
in all areas of their lives; personal appearance, conduct and academic standards.  
Our students are motivated and determined to be successful in the future; many 
go on to obtain first class degrees or are successful in undertaking high level 
apprenticeships. They will receive support with this every step of the way.

Our accommodation provision is something we are rightly proud of, following recent 
investment students now have dedicated study space which has been likened to 
university provision. This contains a purpose built study centre with space for private 
study with 40 high-speed PCs to support learning. Sixth formers will join a successful 
school community of over 1300 students and it is expected that they will act as  
role-models and leaders. We strongly believe that studying at Roding Valley Sixth 
Form is an excellent choice that not only provides first rate teaching and learning 
within an academic context, but also prepares students for the challenges of 21st 
century life. We look forward, with anticipation to receiving your application to join us 
in September.



Challenge & Enrichment within the Sixth Form

Roding Valley, “We are more than just A-levels”.
We have an extensive enrichment programme.
If you cannot see the enrichment that interests you? What would you like offered? 

Enrichment at RVHS Sixth Form

n  Football

n   Career and 
alumni speakers

n  Summer schools

n  School magazine

n  Bar Mock Trial

n  Drama production

n   Board Game and Chess Club

n   Duke of Edinburgh Award

n   Extended Project Qualification

n   Student Leadership opportunities
n  School mentors
n  Social Enterprise
n  Student Voice
n   In class volunteering
n   Community volunteering,  

eg. Christmas foodbanks
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Extended Project Qualification EPQ
The Extended Project Qualification is an exciting opportunity for students to study 
independently on a topic which interests them to create a piece of work which 
demonstrates their tenacity, motivation and interest in their chosen field to future 
potential universities and employers. 
We offer the EPQ to students who will benefit 
from the additional study and show the capacity 
to undertake the additional work load. 
We offer the EPQ to students who will benefit 
from the additional study and show the capacity 
to undertake the additional work load.
The Edexcel Level 3 Extended Project allows 
learners to study a topic area which extends their 
learning in their area of study as a standalone 
qualification.
They should select a project topic which expands 
their learning in their field of study, in a related area, 
or that is relevant to their own personal interests.
Learners will be assessed on their ability to plan, 
manage, complete and review their project. It 
is assessed by a tutor-assessor from within the 
school and externally moderated by Edexcel.

Key features of the Level 3  
Extended Project

This qualification will enable learners to:
•   have significant input to the choice and design 

of their project and take responsibility for an 
individual task

•   develop and improve their own learning 
and performance as critical, reflective and 
independent learners

•   develop and apply decision making and, where 
appropriate, problem solving skills

•   extend their planning, research, critical 
thinking, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and 
presentation skills

•   where appropriate, develop as e-confident 
learners and apply relevant technologies in 
their studies

•   develop and apply skills, creatively 
demonstrating initiative and enterprise

•   use their learning experiences to support their 
personal aspirations for further education and/
or career development.

Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in in English Language. An excellent 
attitude to sixth form studies and a successful 
independent learner.



The Curriculum
Roding Valley High School focuses on A-Level Courses only at Sixth Form 
level. 

A Level Courses

This booklet contains some brief information 
about the courses on offer. More detailed 
information will be available at our Open 
Evening or directly from the school.

Due to national reforms, all A-level subjects 
will be assessed by exams at the end of the 
second year of study.

GCSE Programme

GCSE Maths & English Language: all students 
must re-sit these GCSEs if they have not 
already attained grade 4. 

Entrance Requirements

When deciding which courses to apply for, 
there are a variety of factors that you will 
need to take into account. The first thing you 
need to consider is your academic ability and 
the point score that you are likely to achieve 
at GCSE. The point score works by adding 
up the scores for your best 8 GCSE results – 
this number needs to be above 42 to gain a 
place here. 

The new grading for all subjects is on a 
numbered scale and in that case the points are 
the same value as the grade: e.g. Grade 8 =  
8 points, etc.

You will need to meet the entry requirements 
of the courses you wish to study in addition. 
These are listed on individual subject pages.
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Art & Design (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

One extended coursework project between September of year 12 and January of year 13, including 
an extended piece of writing of between 1000 and 3000 words (60%)

Externally set exam is released in February and the 15 hour final exam takes place in May (40%)

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details

Additional Information: 

Students will commence a programme which 
develops understanding of themes explored by 
different artists from around the world and how 
it can reflect their personal viewpoint, culture, 
religion and life experience. This knowledge 
is then incorporated into your own ideas for 
extended art pieces and encourages in-depth 
reflection and analysis. Students will be expected 
to work independently on their own work and 
be willing to justify and explain their own ideas. 
Studying art and design at this level helps to 
develop opportunities to pursue further studies at 
art colleges and universities as well as a variety 

of industries such as Architecture, Publishing, 
Advertising and Design (clothes, automotive, 
games, interior, etc) 

Recommended Reading:

Collings, M (2000), This is Modern Art, Weidenfield 
and Nicholson, London. 
Hughes, R (1980), The Shock of the New, BBC  
Gombrich, E (1950), The Story of Art Phaidon

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE Art.
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Biology (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

Year 1 Year 2

•   Biological molecules
•   Cells
•    Organisms exchange substances with their 

environment
•    Genetic information, variation and 

relationships between organisms

•   Energy transfers in and between organisms
•   Organisms respond to changes in their 

internal and external environments
•    Genetics, populations, evolution and 

ecosystems
•   The control of gene expression

A Level Assessment (End of Year 2)

Paper 1
Any content from Year 1, including relevant 
practical skills
Written exam: 2 hours
35% of A-level

Paper 2
Any content from Year 2, including relevant 
practical skills
Written exam: 2 hours
35% of A-level

Paper 3
Any content from both years of study, including 
relevant practical skills
Written exam: 2 hours
30% of A-level

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 in Biology if studying 
Triple Science at GCSE or G66 if studying 
Combined Science at GCSE (including 6 in 
Biology Component), 6 in Maths and 6 in 
English.

Revision Guides:

CGP A-Level Biology for AQA: Year 1 & 2 
Student Book, ISBN 1782943145

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Business (Edexcel)

Additional Information: 

Students who take Business Studies often also 
study Computing, Economics, Modern Languages, 
or Maths. But students committed to the arts or 
sciences should also consider taking Business 
Studies in this cost-centred world.

This A-level will get you started in business and give 
you the skills and knowledge to progress to higher 
education. You could work for a corporation, or 
maybe a management consultancy. All businesses 
(and other organisations like charities and hospitals) 
need sound business skills behind them. 

Recommended Reading:

Edexcel AS/A level Business 5th edition student 
book and ActiveBook. 
Revision Guide AS/A level Business: Themes 1 
and 2 of Edexcel’s Business

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE in Maths and 
English Language.

Programme of Study: 

Year 1 Year 2

In the first year you will cover two learning areas.
Theme 1: Marketing and People
•   Meeting customer needs 
•   The market
•   Marketing mix and strategy
•   Managing people
•   Entrepreneurs and leaders
Theme 2: Managing Business Activities
•   Raising finance
•   Financial planning
•   Managing finance
•   Resource management
•   External influences
There is a significant emphasis on using quantitative 
mathematical methods to analyse data in order to 
suggest strategies for business scenarios. 

In the second year you will build on that solid 
knowledge-base with another two themes
Theme 3: Business Decisions and Strategy
•  Business decisions and strategy
•  Business growth
•  Decision-making techniques
•  Influences on business decisions
•  Assess no competitiveness 
•  Managing change
Theme 4: Global Business
•  Globalisation
•  Global markets and business
•  Expansion
•  Global marketing
•   Global industries and companies 

(multinational corporations)

All of the topics across the course are assessed in year two.
•   Paper 1 lasts 120 minutes and and accounts for 35% of your total A-level marks. This paper is made 

up of content from Themes 1 and 4. 
•   Paper 2 lasts 120 minutes and accounts for 35% of your total A-level marks. This paper is made 

up of content from Themes 2 and 3. 
•   Paper 3 lasts 120 minutes and accounts for the final 30% of your A-level mark. It is made up of 

content from all themes and based on a pre-released context. 

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Chemistry (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

Year 1 Year 2

Physical chemistry 
• Atomic structure 
• Amount of substance 
• Bonding 
• Energetics 
• Kinetics 
• Chemical equilibria, Le Chatelier’s principle 
    and Kc 
• Oxidation, reduction and redox equations
Inorganic chemistry 
• Periodicity 
• Group 2, the alkaline earth metals 
• Group 7, the halogens
Organic chemistry 
• Introduction to organic chemistry 
• Alkanes 
• Halogenoalkanes 
• Alkenes 
• Alcohols 
• Organic analysis

Physical chemistry 
• Thermodynamics 
• Rate equations 
• Equilibrium constant Kp for homogeneous 
    systems 
• Electrode potentials and electrochemical  
    cells Acids and bases 
  Inorganic chemistry 
• Properties of Period 3 elements and their 
    oxides 
• Transition metals 
• Reactions of ions in aqueous solution 
  Organic chemistry 
• Optical isomerism 
• Aldehydes and ketones Carboxylic acids 
    and derivatives 
• Aromatic chemistry 
• Amines 
• Polymers 
• Amino acids, proteins and DNA 
• Organic synthesis 
• Nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy  
• Chromatography 

A Level Assessment (End of Year 2)

Paper 1
Relevant Physical and Inorganic Chemistry, 
including relevant practical skills
Written exam: 2 hours
35% of A-level

Paper 1
Relevant Physical and Inorganic Chemistry, 
including relevant practical skills
Written exam: 2 hours
35% of A-level

Paper 3
Any content and any practical skills
Written exam: 2 hours
30% of A-level

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 in Chemistry if studying 
Triple Science at GCSE or G66 if studying 
Combined Science at GCSE (including 6 in 
Chemistry Component) and 6 in Maths.

Recommended Reading:

CGP A-Level Chemistry for AQA: Year 1 & 2 Student 
Book ISBN: 1789080479For Further Information  

www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Computer Science (OCR)

Additional Information: 

Students who take Computer Science tend to have 
strengths in Maths and Physics. If you like to think 
about tasks and issues in a systematic way then you 
would enjoy studying this subject. This A-level will 
get you started in Computing and give you the skills 
and knowledge to progress to higher education.  
You could also work for an organisation, go on to 
study a technical apprenticeship or code the next big 
thing in technology. 

Recommended Reading:

OCR A Level Computer Science by George 
Rouse, Jason Pitt , Sean O’Byrne 

My Revision Notes OCR A level Computer Science 
by George Rouse, Sean O’Byrne, Jason Pitt 

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 7 in GCSE Computing/
Computer Science and Grade 6 in Maths and 
English Language.

Programme of Study: 

Key Content Assessment

This course covers three main topics as follows: 
•   Computing principles and includes 

information on the different types of computer 
hardware and theory behind how components 
function. Assessed in a written paper recalling 
knowledge and understanding. 

•   Algorithms and programming - problem 
solving skills needed by learners to apply the 
knowledge and understanding encountered in 
the first component. 

•   Programming project component is a practical 
portfolio based assessment with a task that 
is chosen by the teacher or learner and is 
produced in an appropriate programming 
language of the learner’s or teachers choice.

Two papers and a project:
•   Paper 1 lasts 150 minutes and accounts for 

40% of your total A-level marks.
•   Paper 2 lasts 150 minutes and accounts for 

30% of your total A-level marks.
•   The final programming project accounts for 

20% of your total A-level mark.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Drama & Theatre Studies (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

Drama & Theatre inspires students to become 
independent theatre makers with the skills they need 
to go on to higher education, whether that is to study 
a course in drama and theatre or another subject.
This qualification emphasises practical creativity 
alongside research and theoretical understanding.
Students learn through experience, seeing theatre 
and making theatre for themselves. Students are 
introduced to a wide range of theatrical styles and 
contexts as they explore plays practically, devise and 
work on performances.
Exam papers are designed to allow students to 
demonstrate their creativity and imagination in 
interpreting set texts and apply independent thinking 
as they evaluate a live theatre production.

Component 1: Drama and theatre
•   Knowledge and understanding of drama and 

theatre
•   Study of two set plays
•   Analysis and evaluation of the work of live 

theatre makers
•   Written exam: 3 hours. 30% of A-level

Component 2: Creating original drama 
(practical)
•   Process of creating devised drama
•   Performance of devised drama
•   Devised piece must be influenced by the 

work and methodologies of one prescribed 
practitioner

•   Working notebook (40 marks)
•   Devised performance (20 marks)
•   30% of A-level

Component 3: Making theatre (practical)
•   Practical exploration and interpretation of three 

extracts, each taken from a different play
•   Style of a prescribed practitioner must be 

applied to one Extract, which is performed as a 
final assessed piece

•   Reflective report analysing and evaluating 
theatrical interpretation of all three extracts

•   Performance of Extract 3 (40 marks)
•   Reflective report (20 marks)
•   30% of A-level

GCSE Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 5 in GCSE Drama and 
English. Applicants without GCSE Drama, but 
with an aptitude and enthusiasm for the subject, 
will be considered.

Key Text Books:

Stanslavski and the Actor, Jean Benedetti
The Complete Brecht Toolkit, Stephen Unwin
The Frantic Assembly Book of Devising Theatre, 
Scott Graham
Antonin Artaud: From Theory to Practice, Lee 
Jamieson

Additional Information:

Theatre is highly respected by higher education 
institutions which value interpersonal skills, 
independence and resilience in their students. 
For example, it offers great transferable skills to 
students of Law as well as performing arts.
Transferable skills
Theatre refines students’ collaborative skills, 
their analytical thinking and their approach to 
research. Students grow in confidence and 
maturity as they successfully realise their own 
ideas. They learn to evaluate objectively and 
develop a sound appreciation of the influences 
that cultural and social contexts can have on 
decision making.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Economics (Edexcel)

Additional Information: 

Students who take Economics often also study 
Business Studies, Modern Languages, or Maths. 
But students committed to the arts or sciences 
should also consider taking Economics in this cost-
centred world. This A-level will get you started in 
Economics and give you the skills and knowledge 
to progress to higher education.
You could work for a corporation, or maybe a 
management consultancy. All businesses (and 
other organisations like charities and hospitals) 
need sound economics skills behind them. 

Recommended Reading:

Edexcel A Level Economics 2015: Student Book + 
Active Book
My Revision Notes: Edexcel Economics Second 
Edition
Edexcel Economics A Student Guide: Theme 1 
Introduction to markets and market failure 
Edexcel Economics A Student Guide:  
Theme 2 The UK economy - performance  
and policies 

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE or Grade 6 in 
Maths and English Language.

Programme of Study: 

Year 1 Year 2

Theme 1: Introduction to markets and market failure. 
This theme focuses on microeconomic concepts. 
Students will develop an understanding of:
•   Nature of economics
•   How markets work
•   Market failure
•   Government intervention.
Theme 2: The UK economy – performance and 
policies. This theme focuses on macroeconomic 
concepts. Students will develop an understanding of:
•   Measures of economic performance
•   Aggregate demand
•   Aggregate supply
•   National income
•   Economic growth
•   Macroeconomic objectives and policy.
There is a significant emphasis on using quantitative 
mathematical methods to analyse data.

Theme 3: Business behaviour and the labour 
market. Students will develop an understanding of:
•  Business growth
•  Business objectives
•  Revenues, costs and profits
•  Market structures
•  Labour market
•  Government intervention.
Theme 4: A global perspective - This theme 
develops the microeconomic concepts introduced 
in Theme 1 and focuses on business economics. 
This theme develops the macroeconomic concepts 
introduced in Theme 2 and applies these concepts 
in a global context. Students will develop an 
understanding of:
•  International economics
•  Poverty and inequality
•  Emerging and developing economies
•  The financial sector
•  Role of the state in the macro-economy

All of the topics across the A-level learning are assessed in year two (A-level).
•   Paper 1: Markets and business behaviour. Questions drawn from Theme 1 and Theme 3  

- 2 hours, 35% of qualification
•   Paper 2: The national and global economy. Questions drawn from Theme 2 and Theme 4  

- 2 hours, 35% of qualification
•   Paper 3: Microeconomics and macroeconomics. Questions drawn from all themes  

- 2 hours, 30% of qualification

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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English Literature (AQA Specification A)
Programme of Study:

The following units will be studied over the course of two years.

Paper 1: Love through the Ages Paper 2: WW1 and its Aftermath: contextual 
linking

Section A – Shakespeare
Section B – Unseen poetry  
Section C – Comparing Texts 

40%

Section A – one essay question on a set text
Section B – Unseen poetry
Section C – Contextual linking
One compulsory question on an unseen extract
One essay question linking two texts

40%

External Examination External Examination

Non–examined assessment Independent Critical Study: Texts across Time

Teacher assessed 
Moderated by AQA exam board

Comparative critical study of two texts: at least 
one of which must be written pre 1900.
2,500 words and a bibliography
20%

Additional Information:

Students are encouraged to read widely, around 
the set texts and develop an understanding of 
genre and voice.

Students should maintain an independent study 
folder which explores all aspects of literary study.

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 or above in English 
Language and English Literature GCSE.

Subject to demand we may choose to run the 
English combined Language and Literature in 
addition. 

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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French (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

A Level

Paper 1 (Unit 1) - 50% of A-level
Listening, reading and writing
•   Aspects of French-speaking society:  

current trends 
•   Aspects of French-speaking society:  

current issues 
•   Artistic culture in the French-speaking world 
•   Aspects of political life in the French-speaking 

world 
•   Grammar

A-level French aims to develop the knowledge 
and skills acquired at GCSE level and use the 
language learned in a wide range of different 
contexts.
•   Students will be able to gain a useful insight 

into another culture and reflect upon aspects of 
contemporary society. Through studying A-level 
French students will have the opportunity to 
enhance their employment prospects, facilitate 
foreign travel and experience the enjoyment and 
motivation of improving their linguistic abilities.

•   Study for the A-level course is based on 4 
broad themes; Aspects of French-speaking 
society: current trends, Aspects of French-
speaking society: current issues, Artistic culture 
in the French-speaking world and Aspects of 
political life in the French-speaking world.

•   At A-level the speaking assessment is a 
discussion on one of the A-level themes and 
the presentation and discussion on an individual 
research project. Students will also study a 
book and film or two books from a set texts/
works list and analyse these on the writing 
paper.

•   Students will follow a course book and will 
also use authentic and up to date material 
from the media (internet, newspapers, radio 
and television). 

Paper 2 (Unit 2) - 20% of A-level
Writing
•   One text and one film or two texts from the list 

set in the specification
•   Grammar

Paper 3 (Unit 3) - 30% of A-level
Speaking 
Individual research project on one of the four sub 
themes
•   Aspects of French-speaking society:  

current trends
•   Aspects of French-speaking society:  

current issues
•   Artistic culture in the French-speaking world
•   Aspects of political life in the French-speaking 

world.

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE French.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Programme of Study: 

Year 1 Year 2

•   Dynamic Landscapes
    - Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards
    -  Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes 

and Changes 
•   Dynamic Places 
    - Topic 3: Globalisation 
    - Topic 4: Shaping Places

- Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
-  Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
- Topic 7: Superpowers
- Topic 8: Global Development and Connections 

Assessment
Paper 1: 2 hr 15 mins (30%)
Paper 2: 2 hr 15 mins (30%)
Paper 3: 2 hr 15 mins (20%)
Coursework - A-level Independent Investigation 
•   A 3000-4000 word independent (20%).

Enrichment Activities
•  Residential field work trip (March 2019)
•  Stratford 1 day field work trip (April 2019).

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 or above in GCSE Geography, a Grade 4 in English is also required.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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History (Edexcel)
Course Outline: 

The History A-level offers an in depth introduction to the type of modern world degree course offered at 
university.

Programme of Study: 

Year 1 Year 2

Paper 1: Russia 1917–91: from Lenin to 
Yeltsin
The course focuses on the rise and fall of 
communism in Eastern Europe through the 
lenses of Russia and East Germany.
Examination 2 hours 15 minutes
Section A: one breadth essay
Section B: one breadth essay
Section C: one interpretations question
30% A-level

Paper 3: Britain: losing and gaining an 
empire, 1763–1914
The A-level also allows students to study 
the transformation of the British Empire from 
American independence to the start of the First 
World War
Examination 2 hours 15 minutes
Section A: one source question  
Section B: one depth essay  
Section C: one breadth essay 
30% A-level

The GDR (East Germany) 1949–90 which has 
a thematic connection to the breadth study in 
Paper 1 ie. communism.
Examination 1 hour 30 minutes
Section A: one source question
Section B: one depth essay
20% A-level 

Coursework 20% A-level
Students will also be given the opportunity to 
study an area of their choice for the coursework 
unit and will be taught how to conduct an 
independent piece of academic research e.g. 
the origins of WW1 or origins of the Cold War. 
Assessment 3000-4000 word essay 
20% A-level

Key Text Books:

Edexcel AS/A Level History, Paper 1&2: 
Communist States in the 20th Century Student 
Book + Activebook 

Edexcel A Level History, Paper 3: Britain: Losing 
and Gaining an Empire, 1763-1914: Student Book 
+ Activebook 

GCSE Minimum Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE. 

Additional Information:

Although many of our students go on to study 
History at university, history is viewed very 
favorably by employers and universities. It is seen 
as a difficult, traditional and rigorous subject 
which  provides candidates with analytical and 

communication skills prized 
in adult life. History does not 
just lead to being an antiques 
dealer or archaeologist, it 
cultivates analytical and 
expressive skills that form the 
bedrock of many graduate 
professions.

Possible career 
opportunities:

Law, Civil Service, Police, 
Academia, Journalism, 
Education, Graduate 
Management Schemes.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Programme of Study: 

A-level Mathematics have a simple 2:1 ratio of pure to applied content:

Year 1 Year 2

Pure Mathematics 
Proof, Algebra and functions, Coordinate 
geometry in the (x,y) plane, Sequences 
and series, Trigonometry, Exponentials and 
logarithms, Differentiation,Integration, Vectors
2 hours

Paper 1: Pure Mathematics 1
Pure Maths content assessed at A-level standard
2 hours 

Paper 2: Pure Mathematics 2 
Proof; Algebra and functions; Coordinate 
geometry in the (x,y) plane; Sequences and 
series; Trigonometry; Differentiation; Integration; 
Numerical methods
2 hours

Statistics and Mechanics 
Statistics: Statistical sampling, Data presentation 
and interpretation, Probability, Statistical 
distributions, Statistical hypothesis testing 
Mechanics: Quantities and units in mechanics, 
Kinematics, Forces and Newton’s laws
Section A: Statistics 
Section B: Mechanics
1 hour 

Paper 3: Statistics and Mechanics 
Statistics: Statistical sampling; Data presentation 
and interpretation; Probability; Statistical 
distributions; Statistical hypothesis testing 
Mechanics: Quantities and units in mechanics; 
Kinematics; Forces and Newton’s laws; Moments 
Section A: Statistics 
Section B: Mechanics
2 hours

GCSE Minimum Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 7 at GCSE or Grade 6 with an entry test.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Further Mathematics (Edexcel)
Programme of Study: 

A-level Further Mathematics have a simple 50:50 split between compulsory and optional elements, with 
familiar option choices and defined content. :

Year 1 Year 2

Further Pure Mathematics option 1 
Proof, Complex numbers, Matrices, Further 
algebra and functions, Further calculus, Further 
vectors 
1.5 hours

Further Pure Mathematics option 2 
Complex numbers, Further algebra and 
functions, Further calculus, Polar coordinates, 
Hyperbolic functions, Differential equations
1.5 hours

Further Pure Mathematics option 2
Students take one of the following four options: 
•   Further Pure: Complex numbers, Further 

algebra and functions, Further calculus, Polar 
coordinates, Hyperbolic functions, Differential 
equations

•   Further Statistics: Linear regression, Statistical 
distributions (discrete), Statistical distributions 
(continuous), Correlation, Hypothesis testing, 
Chi squared tests

•   Further Mechanics: Momentum and impulse, 
Collisions, Centres of mass, Work and energy, 
Elastic strings and springs

•   Decision Maths: Algorithms and graph theory, 
Algorithms on graphs, Algorithms on graphs II, 
Critical path analysis, Linear programming

1.5 hours 

Further Pure Mathematics option 2
Students take one of the following seven options: 
•   Further Pure Mathematics 
•   Further Statistics 1 
•   Further Statistics 2 
•   Further Mechanics 1 
•   Further Mechanics 2  
•   Decision Mathematics 1 
•   Decision Mathematics 2 
1.5 hours 

GCSE Minimum Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 7 at GCSE and will be  
required to take an Aptitude Test.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Media Studies (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

A-Level

Theoretical Framework 
Language Industries
Audiences Representation
TV/Film/Radio/Newspapers/Magazines/Advertising/Online/Music video

2 written examination papers in Year 13 
70% of final A-level grade.
NEA (Practical Element)
30% of final A-level grade.

Additional Information:

Students are expected to do background 
reading and research as well as having a genuine 
interest in the media including news, film, music, 
photography, and the new digital media. They will 
need to be able to use ICT skills and demonstrate 
aptitude in photography and film making skills 
(all of which are attainable on the latest smart 
phones).

Key Text Books:

AQA Media Studies

GCSE Minimum Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 or above in English 
Language and at least one Humanities subject.  
It is useful and preferable (but not essential) that 
the student did Media Studies at GCSE.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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M
usic Technology (Edexcel)

Music Technology (Edexcel)
Programme of Study: 

The Music Technology course consists of two externally-examined papers and two non-examined 
assessment components.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details

Component 1: 
Non-examined assessment: externally assessed
20% of the qualification
60 marks
Content overview
Production tools and techniques to capture, 
edit, process and mix an audio recording.
Assessment overview
•   One recording, chosen from a list of 10 songs 

provided by Pearson.

Component 2: Technology-based 
composition
Non-examined assessment: externally assessed
20% of the qualification
Content overview
Creating, editing, manipulating and structuring 
sounds to produce a technology-based 
composition.
Assessment overview
•   One technology-based composition chosen 

from three briefs set by Pearsons

Component 3: Listening and analysing
Written examination
25% of the qualification
Content overview
•   Knowledge and understanding of recording 

and production techniques and principles.
•   Application of knowledge related to all three 

areas of study: 
1) recording and production techniques for 
both corrective and creative purposes 
2) principles of sound and audio technology 
3) the development of recording and 
production technology.

Assessment overview
This paper comprises two sections:
•   Section A: Listening and analysing
•   Section B: Extended written responses – two 

essay

Component 4: Producing and analysing
Written/practical examination: 35% of the 
qualification
Content overview
•   Knowledge and understanding of editing, mixing 

and production techniques..
•   Application of knowledge related to two of the 

areas of study: 
•   recording and production techniques for both 

corrective and creative purposes
    •  principles of sound and audio technology.
Assessment overview
This paper comprises two sections:
•   Section A: Producing and editing
•   Section B: Extended written response

Recommended Reading:

Benham H – A Student’s Guide To Harmony 
And Counterpoint (Rhinegold, 2006) ISBN 
0904226310
Bowman D and Jenkins – Dictionary Of Music In 
Sound (Rhinegold, 2002) ISBN 9780946890873
Cole B – The Composer’s Handbook (Schott, 
1996) ISBN 0946535809
Cole B – The Pop Composer’s Handbook 
(Schott, 2006) ISBN 1902455606
Winterson J – The New Anthology Of Music 
(Peters, 2003) ISBN 1901507033

Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a B grade in GCSE Music plus 
at least Grade 5 from the examining bodies - 
ABRSM, Trinity Guildhall, Rockschool or London 
College Of Music.
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Philosophy & Ethics (OCR)
Programme of Study: 

For the award of the A-level all assessment is at the end of two years of study.

A Level

Philosophy of religion

Religion and Ethics

Developments in Christian thought

Each unit is assessed with a 2 hour examination which covers all the Year 1 content and additional  
Year 2 content.

Additional Information:

This course is suited to students who enjoy 
academic challenge. There is a large amount 
of reading required and high levels of literacy 
are needed to assimilate, analyse and evaluate 
different philosophical and ethical theory. It is also 
a subject where debate and public speaking can 
flourish as students develop the ability to critique 
the thoughts of others while developing their own.

Students are encouraged to undertake extensive 
background reading around ethical and moral 
issues including a regular quality newspaper and 

the use of relevant websites such as BBC News 
and CNN news to keep up to date with ethical 
issues in the media and changes to legislation on 
matters such as stem cell research.

Key Text Books:

Understanding Religious Ethics: A complete guide 
for OCR A level

GCSE Minimum Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 or above in English 
Language and at least one humanities subject.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Photography (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

This course explores a vast range of essential skills in photography such as darkroom wet film 
photography, understanding camera settings on a digital SLR camera and a film SLR camera, studio 
lighting, how to analyse the work of photographers, developing your own ideas and exploring creative 
and experimental techniques. Students will present their work creatively in sketchbooks.

A large part of the coursework unit is based on an essay submission which is a completely independent 
piece of research conducted by students on a topic of their choice. This extended piece of writing is 
between 1000-3000 words so students must be highly confident in their written and analytical skills.

Students will be required to visit photography exhibitions and galleries as part of homework followed up 
with a written review. Independent skills are of great importance as much of your homework will be to 
plan and set up your own photo shoots and taking photos on a weekly basis.

This is a 2 year full A-level course. There is one final 15 hour 3 day practical exam at the end of the  
2 year course.

Unit Details Assessment

1 Coursework/Personal Investigation
A portfolio of work produced over the two years including research, 
supporting studies and final pieces. A personal investigation based on an 
idea, issue, concept or theme supported by 1000-3000 words.

60%

2 Externally Set Assignment
A visual response to an externally set assignment. 8 –10 weeks project, with 
a 15 hour exam at the end in which to create the response to the theme.

40%

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details

Recommended Reading:

The Photo Book, Ian Jeffrey (Phaidon)

Collins Complete Photography Course,  
John Garrett (Collins) 

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 in GCSE Photography, 
Art or Media plus a photography portfolio.  
You must have your own digital SLR camera to do 
this course.
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Physical Education (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

Year 1 Year 2

•   Applied anatomy and physiology
•   Skill acquisition
•   Sport and society
•   Biomechanical movement
•   Sport psychology
•    Sport and society and the role of technology in 

physical activity and sport

•   Applied anatomy and physiology
•   Skill acquisition
•   Sport and society
•   Exercise physiology
•   Biomechanical movement
•   Sport psychology
•   Sport and society and the role of technology in 

physical activity and sport

Exam Assessment
Paper 1: Factors affecting participation in physical activity and sport
•   Section A: Applied anatomy and physiology
•   Section B: Skill acquisition
•   Section C: Sport and society
•   How it’s assessed
    - Written exam: 2 hours
Paper 2: Factors affecting optimal performance in physical activity and sport
•   Section A: Exercise physiology and biomechanics
•   Section B: Sport psychology
•   Section C: Sport and society and technology in sport
•   How it’s assessed
    - Written exam: 2 hours
Non-exam assessment: 
Practical performance in physical activity and sport. Students assessed as a performer or coach in 
the full sided version of one activity.
Plus: written/verbal analysis of performance.
How it’s assessed - Internal assessment, external moderation. 

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE (with 6 on the 
theory paper).

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Physics (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

The Physics course consists of two externally-examined papers and two non-examined assessment 
components.

A Level content (Year 1 and 2)

Core Content
•   Measurements and their errors
•   Particles and radiation
•   Waves
•   Mechanics and materials
•   Electricity
•   Further mechanics and thermal physics
•   Fields and their consequences
•   Nuclear physics
Options
•   Astrophysics
•   Medical physics
•   Engineering physics
•   Turning points in physics
•   Electronics

A Level Assessment (End of Year 2)

Paper 1
Sections 1 – 5 and Periodic Motion (6.1) Written 
exam: 2 hours
85 marks
34% of A-level

Paper 2
Sections 6.2 (Thermal Physics), 7 and 8
Assumed knowledge from sections 1 to 6.1
Written exam: 2 hours
85 marks
34% of A-level

Paper 2
Section A Compulsory section: Practical skills 
and data analysis
Section B: Students enter for one of sections 9,
10, 11, 12 or 13
Written exam: 2 hours
80 marks
32% of A-level

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 in Physics if studying Triple 
Science at GCSE or G66 if studying Combined 
Science at GCSE (including 6 in Physics Component) 
and 6 in Maths.

Revision Guide

CGP A-Level Physics for AQA: Year 1 & 2 Student 
Book ISBN: 9781789080483

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Course Outline:

Politics is largely about who gets what, and exists because people disagree on this. Do you think the 
government is doing a bad job? Do you think people are becoming more frustrated at their politicians? 
Do you think the EU has too much power? Is human nature essentially cooperative or competitive? If 
you are interested in these questions then politics is for you! The course sets out to provide students 
with an understanding of the political world in which they live. At A-level, students study British political 
institutions. Students invariably undergo a political journey over the course of the two year qualification, 
questioning, defining and re-defining their political principles and assumptions.

Programme of Study: 

Year 1 Year 2

Unit 1 – UK Politics and core political ideas  
Examination: 2 hours 
33% of A-level

Unit 3 – Comparative Politics (UK and USA)  
Examination: 2 hours 
33% of A-level

Unit 2 – UK Government and non-core 
political ideas  
Examination: 2 hours 
33% of A-level

Key Text Books:

Edexcel AS & A Level Politics (Pearson)
Essentials of UK Politics: for AS and A Level 
(Andrew Heywood – 4th edition)

Additional Information:

Politics is viewed very favorably by employers and 
universities. It is seen as a difficult, traditional and 
rigorous subject which provides candidates with 
analytical and communication skills prized in adult 
life. Politics does not mean you will end up being 
a politician, but opens up a huge range of careers 

and opportunities. In particular, this subject will 
strongly compliment the other humanities subjects 
of history, Philosophy & Ethics and Law.

Possible career opportunities:

Law, Civil Service, Local Government, Police, 
researcher, Journalism, Education, Graduate 
Management Schemes, Media.

GCSE Minimum Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 or above in English 
Language and at least one humanities subject at 
Grade 6 or above.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Psychology (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

Year 1 Year 2

•   Social influence 
•   Memory 
•   Attachment 
•   Approaches in psychology 
•   Biopsychology 
•   Psychopathology 
•   Research methods

Compulsory content
•   Issues and debates in psychology 
Optional content
Option one
•   Relationships 
•   Gender 
•   Cognition and development 
Option two
•   Schizophrenia 
•   Eating behaviour 
•   Stress 
Option three
•   Aggression 
•   Forensic psychology 
•   Addiction

Assessment
Paper 1 Introductory topics in Psychology – 33.3% of A-level
Paper 2 Psychology in context – 33.3% of A-level
Paper 3 Issues and options in Psychology – 33.3% of A-level
All three papers are assessed via written exams of 2 hours consisting of 3 sections containing multiple 
answer questions, short answer and extended writing.

Additional Information:

Studying this course will enable students to 
develop knowledge and understanding of 
psychological concepts, theories, research studies 
and research methods. They will apply their 
psychological knowledge by analysing, interpreting 
and evaluating psychological concepts, theories 
and research studies. 

Key Text Books:

AQA A-level Psychology Book 1 
AQA A-level Psychology Book 2 

GCSE Minimum Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 or above in Psychology 
(if previously studied) or at least a 6 in one 
humanities subject. A minimum of a Grade 5 
English Language.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Sociology (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

Year 1 Year 2

Compulsory Content 
•  Education
•  Methods in Context
•  Research Methods
Optional Topics in Sociology
•  Culture and Identity
•  Families and Households
•  Health
•  Work, Poverty and Welfare

Compulsory Content 
•  Education with Theory and Methods
    -  Education
    -  Methods in Context
    -  Theory and Methods
•  Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods
    -  Crime and Deviance
    -  Theory and Methods
Optional: Topics in Sociology
•  Option 1
    -  Culture and Identity
    -  Families and Households
    -  Health
    -  Work, Poverty and Welfare
•  Option 2
    -  Beliefs in Society
    -  Global Development
    -  The Media
    -  Stratification and Differentiation

Assessment
Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods
Compulsory content 
2 hour written exam
33.3% of A-level
Paper 2: Topics in Sociology
Section A: one from option 1: 
Section B: one from option 2
2 hour written exam
33.3% of A-level
Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods
Compulsory content
2 hour written exam
33.3% of A-level

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 or above in Sociology (if 
previously studied) or at least a 6 in one humanities 
subject. Grade 5 English Language.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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Spanish (AQA)
Programme of Study: 

A Level

Paper 1 (Unit 1) - 50% of A-level
Listening, reading and writing 
•   Aspects of Spanish-speaking society:  

current trends
•   Aspects of Spanish-speaking society: current 

issues
•   Artistic culture in the Spanish-speaking world
•   Aspects of political life in the Spanish-speaking 

world
•  Grammar

A-level Spanish aims to develop the knowledge 
and skills acquired at GCSE level and use the 
language learned in a wide range of different 
contexts.
•   Students will be able to gain a useful insight 

into another culture and reflect upon aspects 
of contemporary society. Through studying 
A-level Spanish students will have the 
opportunity to enhance their employment 
prospects, facilitate foreign travel and 
experience the enjoyment and motivation of 
improving their linguistic abilities.

•   Study for the A-level course is based on 4 
broad themes; Aspects of Hispanic Society, 
Artistic culture in the Hispanic World, 
Multiculturalism in Hispanic Society, and 
Aspects of political life in Hispanic Society.

•   At A-level the speaking assessment is a 
discussion on one of the A-level themes 
and the presentation and discussion on an 
individual research project. Students will also 
study a book and film or two books from a 
set texts/works list and analyse these on the 
writing paper.

•   Students will follow a course book and will 
also use authentic and up to date material 
from the media (internet, newspapers, radio 
and television). Knowledge and application of 
grammar will be examined on all papers.

Paper 2 (Unit 2) - 20% of A-level
Writing
•   One text or one film from the lists in the 

specification
•  Grammar

Paper 3 (Unit 3) - 30% of A-level
Speaking 
•   Individual research project
•   One of four sub-themes ie Aspects of 

Spanish-speaking society: current trends, 
Aspects of Spanish-speaking society: current 
issues, Artistic culture in the Spanish-speaking 
world, Aspects of politic life in the Spanish-
speaking world.

Minimum Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE in Spanish. For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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- BTEC National Level 3 Extended Certificate in Information Technology   (delivered at Roding Valley High School
Programme of Study: 

On the course you will cover four units of study:

Unit 1: Information Technology Systems 
Information Technology (IT) systems have a significant role in the world around us and play a part 
in almost everything we do. Having a sound understanding of how to effectively select and use 
appropriate IT systems will benefit you personally and professionally. You will explore the relationships 
between the hardware and software that form an IT system, and the way that systems work 
individually and together, as well as the relationship between the user and the system.
You will examine issues related to the use of IT systems and the impact that they have on 
organisations and individuals. In this unit you will draw on your learning from across your programme 
to complete assessment tasks.

Unit 2: Creating Systems to Manage Information (Databases) 
In order to produce information to support many business processes as well as our social lives, 
relational databases are widely used to manage and process data. From the smallest in-house 
systems to stock control systems for large online retailers, databases are repositories of information 
that are a significant part of organisational operating requirements.
You will examine the structure of data and its origins, and how an efficient data design follows 
through to an effective and useful database. You will examine a given scenario and develop an 
effective design solution to produce a database system. You will then test your solution to ensure 
that it works correctly. Finally, you will evaluate each stage of the development process and the 
effectiveness of your database solution. In this unit you will draw on your learning from across your 
programme to complete assessment tasks.

Unit 3: Using Social Media in Business 
Social media websites are a popular way for people to communicate and share information with 
friends and family. People spend a lot of time on social media websites and they give business 
opportunities to interact with people, for example to promote their business, to encourage people 
to visit their e-commerce site and buy, to provide customer service. You may be familiar with social 
media for personal use and in this unit you will discover how it can be used in a business context.
You will explore different social media websites, the ways in which they can be used and the
potential pitfalls when using them for business purposes. You will develop a plan to use social media 
strategies for business purposes to achieve specific aims and objectives. You will then implement the 
plan, developing and posting content and interacting with others. Finally, you will collect data on the 
business use of social media and review the effectiveness of your efforts.
Understanding how to use social media for business purposes is useful for employment in 
information technology and in a variety of business sectors. Also, social media skills are closely linked 
with web and mobile applications development. This unit gives you a starting point for progression to 
roles such as social media specialist, content developer and web developer.
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BTEC Information Technology (Edexcel Pearson)
- BTEC National Level 3 Extended Certificate in Information Technology   (delivered at Roding Valley High School

Unit 4: Data Modelling (Spreadsheets) 
In all aspects of life, individuals are constantly faced with situations where they must weigh up 
the available information in order to produce alternatives and make decisions. In the working 
environment, effective decision making can ensure the successful development of organisations.
Poor decision making can have significant negative consequences and can even lead to the demise 
of an organisation.
In this unit, you will investigate the fundamentals of the decision-making process. You will find
out how using data modelling provides the computational ability to compare consequences, and 
determine a preferred course of action. You will develop the skills and techniques necessary to
create complex spreadsheets in order to produce accurate information that informs decision making. 
You will examine a scenario and then design, develop and test a spreadsheet; you will review your 
spreadsheet and make refinements produced.

What skills will I learn?

There is one exam based on the content of unit 1. 
The exam is a written assessment that lasts for 2 
hours. It is marked by the exam board themselves.

What percentage of the final mark are they 
worth?

The rest of the qualification is made up of tasks 
which are set and externally marked by the exam 
board whilst other assignments are set and 
marked internally and then moderated externally.

Is there any coursework?

Yes. 3 of the 4 units.

How many teaching hours are timetabled?

10 per fortnight.

How many independent learning hours will 
I need to spend on this subject?

At least 10 per fortnight.

Will it fit in my life?

Students who take ICT often also study Computer 
Science. You should have a keen interest in 
computers and software. Someone who has 
resilience would be best suited for this course.

Where will success take me?

This level 3 BTEC will get you started in IT and 
give you the skills and knowledge to progress to 
higher education. You could also progress onto an 
apprenticeship or employment in the IT field.

Entry requirements

A minimum of 5 GCSEs at Grades A*-C or 
equivalent including a minimum of a Grade 6 at 
GCSE in Maths and English Language.

Compulsory bookings/reading?

BTEC Nationals Information Technology  
Student Book 
ISBN-13: 9781292140414
Revision Guide: 
Revise BTEC National Information Technology 
Units 1 and 2 Revision Workbook 
ISBN-13: 9781292230597
Revise BTEC National Information Technology  
Units 1 and 2 Revision Guide 
ISBN-13: 9781292230504
Please check with the class teacher to confirm 
books required once you start the course.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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CTEC Sport (OCR)
– OCR Cambridge Technical Level 3 Sport and Physical 
Activity - Extended Diploma

This course has the flexibility to allow you to study it as the equivalent to 1, 2 or 3 A-levels. (Displayed 
below is the 3 A-level option):

Year 1

•   Body Systems and the effects of physical activity (Externally Assessed)

•   Sports Coaching and Leadership

•   Sports Organisation and development (Externally Assessed)

•   Working Safely in Sport, Exercise, Health and Leisure (Externally Assessed)

•   Performance analysis in Sport and Exercise 

•   Improving fitness for sport and physical activity 

•   Organisation of Sports Events

•   Working in Active Leisure Facilities 

•   Sport and Exercise Sociology  

Year 2

•   Sports and Injuries and rehabilitation

•   Practical skills in sport and physical activities

•   The business of sport (Externally Assessed)

•   Biomechanics and movement analysis 

•   Nutrition and diet for Sport and Exercise 

•   Health and Fitness for Sport and Exercise

•   Sport and Exercise psychology 

•   Physical activity for specific groups
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Is this qualification for you? 

This qualification is for you if you want to 
develop and apply your skills, knowledge and 
understanding to support individuals and teams 
to engage with, participate in and develop their 
performance in sport and physical activity.

Where will success take me:

CTEC provides you with an excellent base for 
a university degree in Sports Science, Sports 
Management and healthcare. CTEC can open up 
a range of career opportunities including: Sports 
development, Sports coaching, Physiotherapy, 
Personal Training, P.E. Teaching, Elite coaching, 
Sports Marketing, Performance analyst and Sports 
Therapist.

The course is assessed in two ways:

Externally assessed - OCR will provide exam 
paper and mark 

Internally assessed - Teachers will assess 
learners either by coursework or witnessing then 
will be moderated by OCR. 

Course Grading:

Every unit will be graded a Pass, Merit or 
Distinction, students must achieve a pass in each 
unit they are entered for. 

Entry Requirements:

A minimum of a Grade 4 or above in Maths and 
English GCSEs.

For Further Information  
www.rodingvalley.net/contact/staff-contact-details
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